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THE BATTLE OF THE GREAT BRIDGE. 


[We find the following cotemporary account of this memo- 
| rable engagement in a manuscript collection of Historical Re- 
_miniscences which has been made by a worthy citizen of Ports- 
eet and which he has most obligingly put into our hands, 
for our use in this work. It is stated to have been published in 
e old Virginia Gazette of the time, shortly after the action; 
a” we have no doubt was so; but we have not the particular 

3 per to refer to, and of course cannot vouch for the fact. } 
- From officers who have arrived in town from Col. Wood- 
‘ford’s camp since the battle of the Great Bridge, I have I 
1 ink collected a more particular account of that action, 
Yhan any which has yet been communicated to the public. 
You will therefore oblige me by publishing it, and afford at 
he same time no disagreeable entertainment to our coun- 
2 men. As the scene of action is but little known to the 
pnerality of people, it may be necessary to give some de- 
fiption of it, that the relation may be more clear and 

Satisfactory. 

| The Great Bridge is built over what is called the South- 
mn branch of Elizabeth River, 12 miles South from Nor- 
folk, The land on each side is marshy to a considerable 
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distance from the river, except at the two extremities of 
the Bridge, where are two pieces of firm land, which may 
not improperly be called islands, being entirely surrounded 
by water and marsh, and joined to the main land by cause- 
way. On the little piece of ground on the farther, or Nor- 
folk side, Lord Dunmore had erected his Fort in such a 
manner that his cannon commanded the causeway on his 
own side, and the bridge between him and us, with the 
marshes around him, The island on this side of the river 
contained six or seven houses, some of which were burnt 
down, (being those nearest the bridge) by the enemy 
after the arrival of our troops; in the others adjoining the 
causeway, on each side, were stationed a guard every night 
by Col. Woodford, but withdrawn before day, that they 
might not be exposed to the fire of the enemy’s fort, in 
recrossing the causeway to our camp, this causeway being 
also commanded by their cannon. The causeway on our 
side (the south side) was in length about one hundred and 
sixty yards, and on the hither extremity our breast-work 
was thrown up. From the breast work ran a street grad- 
ually ascending about 400 yards to a church where our 
main body was encamped. The great trade to Norfolk in 
shingles, tar, pitch and turpentine, from the country back 
of this, had occasioned so many houses to be built here, 
whence these articles were conveyed to Norfolk by wa- 
ter. Such is the nature of the place as described to me 
and such was our situation, and that of the enemy. 

On Saturday the 9th inst.,* after reveille beating, two 
great guns and some muskets were discharged from the 
enemy’s fort, which as it was not an unusual thing, was 
but little regarded by Col. Woodford. However, soon af- 
terwards he heard a call to the soldiers to stand to their 
arms; upon which with all expedition he made the 

* The 9th of December, 1775. 
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proper dispositions to receive the enemy. In the mean 
time the enemy had crossed the Bridge, fired the remain- 
ing houses upon the island, and some large piles of shin- 
gles, and attacked our guard in the breastwork. Our men 
returned the fire, and threw them into some confusion, but 
they were instantly rallied by Capt. Fordyce, and advan- 
ced along the causeway with great resolution, keeping up 
a constant and heavy fire as they approached. Two field 
pieces which had been brought across the bridge and _ plant- 
ed on the edge of the island facing the left of our breastwork,, 
played briskly atthe same time upon us. Lieut. Travis who 
commanded in the breast-work, ordered his men to reserve 
their fire till the enemy came within the distance of 50 
yards, and then they gave it to them with terrible execu- 
tion. The brave Fordyce cxerted himself to keep up 
their spirits, reminding them of their ancient glory and, 
waving his hat over his head, encouragingly told them “ the 
day was theirown.” Thus pressing forward he fell within 
fifteen steps of the breast-work: his wounds were many, 
and his death would have been that of a hero, had he met 
it in a better cause. The progress of the enemy was now 
at-an end, and they retreated over the causeway with pre- 
cipitation, and were dreadfully galled in their rear. 
Hitherto, on our side, only the guard consisting of twen- 
ty-five, and some others upon the whole amounting to not 
more than ninety, had been engaged. Only the Regulars 
of the 14th Regiment, in number about one hundred and 
twenty, upon the causeway, and about two hundred and 
thirty dortes and negroes, had after crossing the bridge con- 
tinued upon the island. The Regulars after retreating along 
the causeway, were again rallied by Captain Leslie, and 
the two field pieces continued to play upon our men. It 
was at this time that Col. Woodford was advancing down 
the street, to the breast-work, with the main body, and 
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against him was now directed the whole fire of the enemy. 
Never were cannon better served; but yet in the face of 
them and the musketry, which kept up a continued blaze, 
our men marched on with the utmost intrepidity. Col. 
Stevens of the Culpeper Battalion, was sent round to the 
left to flank the enemy, which was done with so much 
spirit and activity that a route immediately ensued. The 
enemy fled into their fort, leaving behind them the two 
field pieces which however they took care to spike up with 
nails. 

) Many were killed and wounded in the flight, but Col. 
Woodford very prudently restrained his troops from urging 
their pursuit too far. From the beginning of the attack to 
the repulse from the breast-work, might be about fourteen 
or fifteen minutes ; ’till the total defeat, upwards of half an 
hour. It is said that some of the enemy preferred death 
to captivity, from a fear of being scalped, which Lord Dun- 
more inhumanly told them would be their fate should they 
be taken alive. Thirty-one killed and wounded fell into 
our hands, and the number borne off was much greater. 
Through the whole of the engagement, every officer and 
soldier behaved with the greatest courage and calmness. 
The conduct of our sentinels I cannot pass over in silence. 
Before they quitted their stations they fired at least three 
rounds as the enemy were crossing the bridge, and one of 
them who was posted behind some shingles, kept his 
ground ’till he had fired eight times, and after receiving the 
fire of a whole platoon, made his escape over the cause- 
way into the breast-work. The scene was closed with as 
much humanity as it was conducted with bravery. The 
work of death being over, every one’s attention was direc- 
ied to the succour of the unhappy sufferers, and it is an 
undoubted fact that Captain Leslie was so affected with the 
tenderness of our troops towards those who were yet Ca- 
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pable of receiving assistance, that he gave signs from the 
fort of his thankfulness for it. What is not to be paral- 
leled in history, and will scarcely appear credible except 
to such as acknowledge a Providence over human affairs, 
this victory was gained at the expense of no more than a 
slight wound ina soldier’s hand. One circumstance which 
renders it still more amazing, is that the field pieces raked 
the whole length of the street, and absolutely threw double 
headed shot as far as the church, and afterwards, as our 
troops approached, cannonaded them heavily with grape 
shot. 


Note.—Our collector adds a note, which we give in his own 
words, as follows: ‘“ Many yearsbefore I read the foregoing ac- 
count of the glorious victory at the Great Bridge, Captain 
Tho. Nash, late of Gosport, Virginia. had verbally given me a 


history of the affair, as he was one of the faithful and coura- 
geous soldiers who were engaged in it; and since I have 
read it, I have concluded that Captain N. was the only person 
on our side that was hurt on that glorious day, as I have often 


heard him speak of the wound which he received in his hand 
in the action. He has been dead many years, but is still remem- 
bered with honor by all who knew him. 

Captain Nash informed me that at this famous battle, Billy 
Flora, a colored man, was the last seutinel that came into the 
breast work, and that he did not leave his post until he had 
fired several times. Billy had to cross a plank to get to the 
breast work, and had fairly passed over it when he was seen to 
turn back, and deliberately take up the plank after him, amidst 
ashower of musket balls. He was probably the very sentinel 
who is mentioned in the account as having fired “ eight times.” 
Billy Flora was well known in Portsmouth and the surrounding 
country, and was always greatly respected for his good conduct 
during the revolutionary war, and for his'remarkable civility af- 
terwards. He was a true patriot to the last. I recollect that 
when the troops of Norfolk and Portsmouth were under arms in 
service for a few days, in 1807, in consequence of the coward- 
ly attack on the frigate Chesapeake by the British ship Leopard, 
Billy Flora made his appearance with his gun on his shoulder, 
and offered his services ; observing that he had brought with him 
the same musket which he had fought with atthe Great Bridge, 
and he would be * buttered’’ (the only oath he was ever known to 
make) if he was not as ready to use her again as on that glori- 


1* 
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ousday. After the Gun Boats that were then at the Navy Yard 
were in readiness to defend the harbor if required, Billy volun- 
teered to act as a marine under Commodore Decatur, who was 
then very busy in making suitable preparations to meet the Bri- 
tish, and he remained on board one of the boats, until the ser- 
vices of themen were deemed no longer necessary. Billy Flora 
died in Portsmouth, in a good old age. 

I have also heard Capt. Nash mention the names of all whom 
he remembered as present at the battle of the Great Bridge; 
among whom were the Wilsons, the Butts, Cuoningbams, Ta- 
tems, Portlocks, Etheridges, Stokeses, Creekmores, Curlings, 
Porters, Trusses, Brannans, Brookses, Williamses, Foremans, 
Sykeses, Denbys, and many others. I have heard him speak 
particularly of Capt. Wm. Porter, Wm. Wilson, Senr., John 
Brooks. John Brannan, and Jonathan Denby, who were af- 
terwards citizens of Portsmouth. The last five named gentle- 
men I recollect very well. I have been informed by the Rev. 
Jesse Nicholson, that Brannan was also in the battle of the 
Cowpens. J. J. 


CAPTAIN CUNNINGHAM. 


[This interesting account of Captain Cunningham and his 
escapes, was written by the late Commodore Barron of Norfolk, 
and communicated by him for publication in our work. We 
submit it, accordingly, with much pleasure; and only regret that 
it is the last of the writer’s valuable and pleasant papers, illus- 
trating revolutionary times, that can appear in our pages. ] 


Capt. William Cunningham was a native of Hampton, 
Virginia, and in the early part of our revolutionary strug- 
gle, took a decided stand in the cause of his country. He 
first shouldered his firelock in one of the minute compa- 
nies* raised for the defence of his native town and county; 
and continued in that service until the State of Virginia pur- 


* Raised to march at a moment’s warning, and thus called minute com- 
panies. 
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chased and armed a few fast-sailing, pilot-boat schooners. 
Among them was the schooner Liberty, which was never 
captured, although several times sunk in the rivers, to be 
concealed from the enemy. Captain Cunningham em- 
barked in the Liberty as her first lieutenant, and continued 
in hee for some time, until the war assumed a more regular 
form. The enemy varied his attacks from one State to 
another, sometimes leaving our waters in a measure free 
from his men-of-war. In one of these intervals, Captain 
Cunningham purchased a small schooner, which he loaded 
with tobacco, and sailed in her for St. Thomas. He arri- 
ved out safe, sold his cargo, and returned to Newbern, N. 
C., in twenty-one days, having realized an immense profit 
on his investment. He continued in this kind of traffic, 
at intervals, during the whole war, when his services were 
not immediately required by the State government. Sea 
officers were encouraged to engage in commerce, in this 
way, as the only means of procuring munitions of war. 

On one of these occasions, Captain Cunningham was in 
command of aschooner called the Polly. |. During a thick 
fog, in the month of June, distant about ten leagues from 
Cape Henry, he heard a ship’s bell strike seven /—in the 
direction of the wind, which was light, from the south- 
east. As may be supposed, this produced an immediate 
alarm ; every preparation having been previously made for 
such an event, the crew were at their respective quarters 
ina moment; but as the sequel proved, they were not a 
second too soon ; for at the same instant a frigate was seen, 
close aboard and directly astern. Both vessels were steer- 
ing to the north-west. When the schooner was descried 
from the frigate, an imperious order was heard through a 
trumpet in the hands of an officer on the forecastle— 
“ strike your colors—haul down your light sails, and heave 
to, or ’ll sink you.”’ This was a situation that required 
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the greatest skill and presence of mind, and Captain Cun- 
ningham proved to be fully competent to the discharge of 
his duty ; he exhibited that coolness and intrepidity which 
ever distinguish a brave man. The wind was light from 
the south-east, the fog very dense, and the direct course of 
the two vessels W. N. W.—the frigate being a little on the 
weather quarter of the schooner. Captain C. therefore de- 
termined to haul by the wind, on the larboard tack, and 
ordered the helm to starboard for that purpose ; and, as if 
in conformity with the order from the frigate, he directed 
aloud all the small sail halyards to be let go. This decei- 
- ved the commander of the frigate, (who was the Hon. Cap- 
tain Elphinstone, afterwards Lord Keith,) for a minute or 
two, and suspended the threatened firing ; during this short 
time, the schooner sprang to, nearly at right angles with 
the course of the frigate, and it was discovered that an es- 
cape, (if possible,) was determined on. At this moment 
the jib-boom of the frigate caught in the topping lift of the 
schooner’s main boom; Captain C. sprang up to the stern, 
with a knife in his hand, to cut the rope outboard the block 
to which it was attached, so that it might unreave through 
the end of the boom, which it did, and thus freed the schoo- 
ner from the grasp of the frigate. While in the very act, 
a marine on the forecastle shot Captain C. through the 
arm ; but this severe injury did not deprive him of that 
steady, cool determination which governed all his actions, 
and never was there an instance when deliberation was 
more conspicuous. In ten minutes the schooner was out of 
sight of the frigate! and arrived safely in Hampton Roads 
the next day. Although the escape was made under 4 
shower of shot, the wound received by the Captain was 
the only damage sustained. 

Some time after this affair the State of Virginia was in- 
vaded, and the Atlantic portion of it invested by the ene- 
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my, so that commercial operations were suspended. Cap- 
tain Cunningham now took his land tacks aboard, and joined 
the army on the south side of James river; but he was not 
quite so much at home in this service as on his professional 
element, and he had the misfortune to be taken prisoner, 
while on some foraging expedition. He was carried to 
Portsmouth, where he was safely moored in the provost 
prison in that town, and remained there for some time 
until his patience was completely exhausted. Captain 
Cunningham had not been very long married to an 
excellent and amiable lady, of his own choice; and 
it was evident to his friends in the prison, (and there were 
many of them,) that he was meditating his escape, but not 
one person among them thought it possible. One day, he 
said to an uncle of his, (also a prisoner,) that he would see 
his wife the next evening, or perish in the attempt. ‘‘ What! 
My dear Will, are you mad?” was the reply. 

But to the act. This prison was a large building, well 
known by the appellation of the *‘ Sugar House,” and was 
built for that purpose; it stood at the extreme south end 
of the town, and was strongly enclosed by a stockade 
fence around it, with the principal gate opening to the 
south-west. At sunset, every evening, the guard, compo- 
sed of from forty to fifty men, were relieved by fresh troops ; 
and on their arrival the two guards, with their officers, 
were paraded in front of the prison, on each side of the 
pathway to the gate. At this hour, the ceremony observed 
on the occasion was in progress—the relieved guard had 
stacked their arms, and were looking up their baggage; 
the fresh guard were relieving sentinels, and in a degree 
at their ease. This was the time selected by Captain C. 
to make good his promise, or die in the attempt. The 
sentinel had just begun to pace his sacred ground, and 
awful indeed was the moment. Captain C. was justly a 
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great favorite with all the prisoners, and they, as well as 
his uncle, stood in silent terror, expecting soon to see their 


beloved compatriot pinned to the earth by many bayonets, 
for expostulation had been exhausted. ‘My wife, or 
death!” was the watch word. But he had carefully 
observed the sentinel’s movements, and as he turned 
from the prison and marched towards the gate, Captain 
C. darted from the door of the house, overtook him 
before he turned, and knocked him down at his full 
length, by a butt of the head, for which he was famous.— 
It was now nearly dark. It would be useless to attempta 
description of the astonishment, and instantaneous uproar 
and confusion, which the conduct of this dauntless man 
caused to the senses and feelings of all present. The sol- 
diers, with their officers, as soon as they came sufficiently 
to their reason to act, ran out in the direction that the pris- 
oner had taken, but he was gone! he had reached a marsh 
at the south end of the house, and was no where to be 
found. Volley after volley was fired, and some of the balls 
whistled about his head; but all in vain. 

On reaching the southern branch of Elizabeth river, he 
plunged in and swam over, a little below the Navy Yard, 
at Gosport, and keeping along its margin until he came to 
the deserted residence of his father-in-law, about three- 
quarters of a mile above, he ventured to approach the 
house, and there found two faithful old servants, who assis- 
ted him to equip the only animal, (an old horse,) then re- 
maining on the plantation; they gave him a direction to 
the northwest woods, where they said he would find the 
family and his wife, and where he found her indeed to his 
heart’s delight. J. B. 
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SMYTH’S TRAVELS IN VIRGINIA, IN 1773. 


[We begin here some extracts which we propose to make in 
this and following numbers from a work eutitled “A Tour in 
the United States of America, &c., by J. F. D. Smyth, Esq. 
2 vols., 8 vo., London, 1784,” and which will be found to con- 
tain some lively and agreeable views and sketches of our State 
as first seen by the author in or about the year 1773, &c. We 
know nothing of the writer; but the books from which we copy 
are from the Library of the late John Randolph, of Roanoke, 
who, we are told, esteemed them as valuable and reliable memo- 
rials of the past. ] 


CHAPTER I. 


First Appearance of Land. Capes of Virginia. Chesapeake 
Bay. Hampton-Roads. Musketoes. Norfolk. James- 
River. James-Town. Plantation. Williamsburg. 


We came in sight of land, on the fourth day of August, 
in the forenoon, in a fine day, with a clear serene sky. It 
appears at a distance like the tops of the trees just emer- 
ging above the horizon, on the surface of the water; and 
as the ship approached arose higher, but only the height 
of the pines, with which all the land on the sea board is 
covered ; for the whole coast is very low, and foundings 
are found at a great distance from the shore, which gradu- 
ally decrease as you advance nearer the land. 

This regular decrease of the soundings, and the change 
of colour in the water, are the only preservatives of ships, 
in the night and hazy weather, from running on this dan- 
gerous, shallow, flat coast, without perceiving it until too 
late ; for there is no light-house near the Capes of Virgi- 
hia: a most laudable intention of erecting one on Cape 
Charles having been frustrated by a disagreement between 
the assemblies or parliaments of Virginia and Maryland, at 
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whose joint expence it was to have been built and suppor- 
ted. 

We soon sailed within the Capes of Virginia, Cape Hen- 
ry and Cape Charles, which last is an island named Smith’s, 
We past Lynhaven Bay on our left, and the opening of the 
Chesapeake on the right, and in the evening anchored in 
Hampton Roads, which appears to be very safe. 

The distance between the Capes is about twelve miles, 
but the vast bay of Chesapeak widens after you enter, until 
it becomes about thirty miles over, near thirty-five English 
leagues within land; then the breadth decreases from 
thence to the head of it, and is generally from fifteen to 
five miles, which is the breadth of it at its extremity, where 
the Elk and the mighty river Susquahannah fall into it, at 
about three hundred miles distance from the sea, through 
the whole of which vast extent the tide ebbs and flows. 

The night being calm-we were assaulted by great num- 
bers of musketoes, a very noxious fly, which seems to be 
of the species of gnats, but larger and more poisonous, 
leaving a hard tumor wherever they bite, with an intolera- 
ble and painful itching; they penetrate the skin, fill them- 
selves with blood, and make their principal attacks in the 
night, accompanied by a small, shrill, disagreeable note, 
the very sound of which effectually prevents you from 
sleep, after you have been once bit. 

On the day following, the captain of the ship, Mr. R— 

, and I went up Elizabeth Biver, in the yaul, to Nor- 
folk, about twenty miles, where we dined very agreeably, 
and returned that evening to the ship in Hampton Roads, 
so that I had not at this time an opportunity of seeing 
much of the town. However, it appears to be charmingly 
situated at the forks of a very pleasant river, the Elizabeth, 
on the north-east side, Mr. Sprowle’s little village of Gos- 
port being on the south, and the pretty town of Portsmouth 
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‘on the south-west side, over against Norfolk. at the dis- 
tance of about eight hundred yards, which is the breadth 
of the river there; with sufficient depth of water for a ship 
of the line. ’ 


Norfolk is a corporation, with a mayor, aldermen, &c., 
in a flourishing state of improvement, and increasing dai- 
ly; it contains about seven thousand inhabitants, of all 
colours and denominations, of which perhaps more than 
two thousand are whites. But it was by no means in such 
astate of increase and improvement as the more inland 
towns, at or near the falls of the great rivers; these being 
the chief emporiums of trade and commerce for the large, 
populous, and extensive back country, west and south of 
them; and, having also all the advantages of navigation, 
intercept the inland trade from Norfolk, which renders it, 
though flourishing, yet only so in an inferior degree. 


On the sixth, the ship weighed anchor, and proceeded 
up James River. As the weather was extremely hot, I 
preferred going up in her to a journey by land; which, 
from Norfolk to Richmond, at the falls of James River, is 
about an hundred and thirty miles. 


After passing a great number of most charming situations 
on each side of this beautiful river, we came to anchor be- 
fore James Town, now a paltry place, not by any means 
deserving even the name of a village, although once the 
metropolis of Virginia, and still possessing several privile- 
ges in consequence thereof, one of which is sending a 
member to the assembly, or parliament; who is now Cham- 
pion Traverse, esq. the proprietor of the whole town, and 
almost all the land adjacent, and I believe there are no 
more voters than himself. 


On the seventh, Mr. R————— and I, having been fur- 
nished with horses by Mr. Traverse, made an excursion to 


2 
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Williamsburg, which is but a few miles distant; perhaps 
eight or ten. 

The roads are excellent, the face of the country is level, 
the soil rather sandy, but the whole land appears to be one 
continued immense forest, interspersed with openings 
where the trees have been cut down, and the ground is 
cultivated, of larger or less dimensions: these are called 
plantations, and are generally from one to four or five 
miles distant from each other, having a dwelling-house in 
the middle, with kitchens and out-houses all detached; at 
some little distance there are always large peach and ap- 
ple orchards, &c. ; and scattered over the plantations are 
the tobacco houses, large wooden edifices, for the cure of 
that grand staple produce. 

We dined very agreeably at the Raleigh tavern, where 
we had exceeding good Madeira, and afterwards walked 


out to view the town, which is now the seat of government, 


and metropolis of Virginia. 


CHAPTER II. 
Williamsburg. Races. Breed of Running- Horses. 


Williamsburg is an inland town on the highest land about 
the middle between the rivers of York, on the north, and 
James, on the south, at the distance of seven miles from 
the nearest ; and is healthy for the climate 

There is one handsome street in it, just a mile in length, 
where the view is terminated by a commanding object each 
way; the Capitol, an elegant public building, in which the 
assembly, or senate, and courts of justice are held, at one 
end of the street; and the college of William and Mary, 
an old monastic structure, at the other end. About the 
middle between them, on the north side, a little distance 
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retired from the street, stands the palace, the residence of 
the governor; a large, commodious, and handsome build- 
ing. | 

All the public edifices are built of brick, but the gene- 
tality of the houses are of wood, chiefly painted white, 
and are every one detached from each other; which, with 
the street deep with sand, (not being paved) makes a sin- 
gular appearance to an European; and is very disagreea- 
ble to walk in, especially in summer, when the rays of the 
sun are intensely hot, and not a little increased by the re- 
flection of the white sand, wherein every step is almost 
above the shoe, and where there is no shade or shelter to 
walk under, unless you carry an umbrella. 

There is a whimsical circumstance attends Williamsburg, 
which is, a part of the town (that has been added to it since 
it was first built) having the streets laid out in the form of 
aW. 

Williamsburg is also the county-town of James-city coun- 
fy; where the courts of common pleas are held monthly, 
as they are also in every county in the colony; which 
amount to sixty-eight in number. The quarter sessions 
are also held quarterly in each county. Besides these, 
there are. two courts of oyer and terminer held annually at 
Williamsburg; and likewise two general courts in April 
and October, which receive and determine appeals from 
every county, and all the inferior courts, as well as try ori- 
ginal causes for sums above twenty pounds. 

These, as also the courts of chancery, courts of admi- 
malty, and assemblies or parliaments, besides the college, 
Occasion a great resort and concourse of people to Wil- 
liamsburg; and are indeed the chief, if not the whole, sup- 
port of the place: for her share of commercé is very in- 


considerable, and she does not possess a single manufac- 
ture, 





16 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


There are races at Williamsburg twice a year; that is, 
every spring and fall, or autumn. Adjoining to the town 
is a very excellent course, for either two, three or four mile 
heats. Their purses are generally raised by subscription, 
and are gained by the horse that wins two four-mile heats 
out of three ; they amount to an hundred pounds each for 
the first day’s running, and fifty pounds each every day 
after; the races commonly continuing for a week. There 
are also matches and sweepstakes very often, for consider- 
able sums. Besides these at Williamsburg, there are races 
established annually, almost at every town, and considera. 
ble place in Virginia; and frequent matches, on which 
Jarge sums of money depend; the inhabitants, almost toa 
man, being quite devoted to the diversion of horse-racing, 

Very capital horses are started here, such as would make 
no despicable figure at Newmarket; nor is their speed, 
bottom, or blood inferior to their appearance; the gentle. 
men of Virginia sparing no pains, trauble, or expence: in 
importing the best stock, and improving the excellence of 
the breed by proper and judicious crossing. 

Indeed nothing can be more elegant and beautiful than 
the horses bred here, either for the turf, the field, the road, 
or the coach ; and they have always fine long, full, flowing 
tails; but their carriage horses seldom are possessed of 
that weight and power, which distinguish those of thesame 
kind in England. 

Their stock is from old Cade, old Crab, old Partai 
Regulus, Babraham, Bosphorus, Devonshire Childers, the 
Cullen Arabian, the Cumberland Arabian, &c. in England;, 
and a horse from Arabia, named the Bellsize, which was 
imported into America, and is now in existence. 

In the southern part of the colony, and in North Caro- 
lina, they are much attached to quarter-racing, which is al- 
ways a match between two horses, to run one quarter of a 
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mile straight out; being merely an excursion of speed; 
and they have a breed that perform it with astonishing ve- 
locity, beating every other, for that distance, with great 
ease ; but they have no bottom. However, I am confident 
that there is not a horse in England, nor perhaps the whole 
world, that can excel them in rapid speed: and these like- 
wise make excellent saddle horses for the road. 

The Virginians, of all ranks and denominations, are ex- 
cessively fond of horses, and especially those of the race 
breed. The gentlemen of fortune expend great sums on 
their studs, generally keeping handsome carriages, and 
several elegant sets of horses, as well as others for the race 
and road: even the most indigent person has his saddle- 
horse, which he rides to ever place, and on every occasion ; 
for in this country nobody walks on foot the smallest dis- 
tance, except when hunting: indeed a man will frequently 
go five miles to catch a horse, to ride only one mile upon 
afterwards. In short, their horses are their pleasure, and 
their pride. 


CHAPTER III. 


The different beautiful Situations, and Gentlemen’s Seats, on 
James River. 


In the evening, Mr. R——— and I were unfortunately 
separated, occasioned by a very ridiculous and singular ac- 
cident; the effect of which had like to have been tragical 
enough to him. Just when we were ready to return to the 
ship, by some mistake, wrong horses were brought to the 
door; and not observing it, we mounted them: these hor- 
ses being very spirited, and Mr. R-——-, having bid adieu 
to the gentlemen with whom we dined, suddenly clapped 
both his spurs in his horse’s sides, inadvertently, with great 


OF 
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force ; the horse instantly reared up, and sprung forwards, 
leaving poor R——-—. upon the ground, at the door, flat 
on his back, with his skull almost fractured. By this means 
the mistake in the change of our horses was discovered 
and rectified ; but Mr. R was so much hurt, that he 
was obliged to be blooded, and carried into the Raleigh 
again, where I left him; and was thereby reduced to the 
necessity of returning alone to the ship. 

On the ninth of August the ship got under weigh, and 
proceeded up the river, passing the delightful situations of 
Sandy-Point, Cabin-Point, Brandon, Flower de Hundred, 
Maycox, &c. on the south side ; and Swine-Yards, belong- 
ing to Mr. Cole, Colonel Byrd’s beautiful seat of Westo- 
ver, Colonel Harrison’s of Barclay, &c. on the north side: 
we anchored opposite to City-Point, at the confluence of 
the Appamatox River and the James, and about an hun- 
dred and thirty miles within land, from the capes of Vir- 
ginia. 

Here the second mate was carried on shore to. the house 
of a Mrs. Brown, having been for a considerable time lan- 
guishing, and in great pain, eccasioned by a violent contu- 
sion he received by a fall on the deck from the main-yard- 
arm, reefing the main-sail in a gale of wind; and soon af- 
ter he ended’ his days there. 

As the ship was not to go much farther up, and was to 
receive great part of her cargo at this place, I hired a boat 
and four negroes, for one dollar and a half per day (about 


six shillings and ninepence sterling); and on the tenthI 
left the ship moored, and proceeded up the river in the 
boat ; proposing to land at every place, whose beauty of 
perspective, or singular appearance of any kind, might 
strike the attention, or excite my curiosity. 

I had almost omitted to mention an unfortunate accident 
that happened at this place, before I left the ship. A young 
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sailor, having killed and cut up a fine large sturgeon, that 
had leaped out of the water and fallen into the boat, along 
side of the ship, which happens frequently here; bringing 
in the last piece himself, in his hand, his foot slipped off 
the gunwale of the boat, between which and the ship he 
fell into the river, and was never seen or heard of more. 

The principal situations that commanded my notice and 
admiration, were Shirley Hundred, a seat of Charles Car- 
ter, esq. at present in occupation of Mr. Bowler Cock: 
this is indeed a charming place ; the buildings are of brick, 
large, convenient, and expensive, but now falling to de- 
cay; they were erected at a great charge, by Mr. Carter’s 
father, who was secretary of the colony, and this was his 
favourite seat of residence. The present proprietor has a 
most opulent fortune, and possesses such a variety of seats, 
in situations so exceedingly delightful, that he overlooks 
this sweet one of Shirley, and suffers it to fall to ruin, al- 
though the buildings must have cost an immense sum in 
constructing ; and would certainly be expensive to keep 
in repair, which expence, however, must be greatly in- 
creased by this neglect. 

Varina, the seat of Ryland Randolph, esq. a most lovely 
and delightful spot: an elegant building, but unfinished, 
occasioned by the owner’s versatility of taste, and perpet- 
ual alterations. 

Chatsworth, the seat of William Randolph, esq. whose 
father was surveyor-general of the southern district of 
North-America, &c., is a very good house, with an agree- 
able perspective. 

A Mr. Mayho’s; a very pretty place aiso. All on the 
north side of the James. 

On the south side are the beautiful little towns of Ber- 
muda Hundred, Usborn’s, and Warwick: and a seat be- 
longing to a Mr. Cary, a lovely situation, who has also 
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erected some extremely valuable mills, iron-works, &c. of 
equal emolument and importance to himself and the com- 
munity. They are situated near the town of Warwick, 
about five miles below Richmond, and the falls of James- 
River. 

I slept on board the boat; and on the eleventh, in the 
forenoon, landed at the town of Shokoes, at the falls of 
James-River, and immediately discharged the boat. 

I then waited on Mr. , a merchant, at that place, 
on whom I had been furnished with letters of credit, &e. 
He was at home, and received me with kindness, attention, 
and friendship. He offered me apartments in his house, 
which I accepted, and he seemed studious to serve and 
amuse me. 


THE VIRGINIA GAZETTE. 


[The first newspaper established in our Colony was the “ Vir- 
ginia Gazette,” a small weekly sheet published at Williamsburg, 
then the seat of government for the Colony ; and the first num- 
ber came out on Friday, August 6, 1736. It was edited by W. 
Parks, who announces his new undertaking with an “ Introduc- 
tion” characteristic of the times in which he lived, and contain- 
ings eme thoughts and hints which might be useful to his sue- 
cessors of the craft at the present day. This paper was con- 
tinued with some changes, and perhaps some suspensions, for 
about fifty years; through the period of our subsequent colonial 
history, and to the end of our Revolutionary War. A com- 
plete file of it would be extremely valuable; but we suppose is 
not to be had. We have several volumes of it in the Library 


of our Virginia Historical Society, covering the period from the 
beginning in 1736, to the close of the year 1776, but with long 
chasms which we can hardly hope to fill. Besides these there 
are several other volumes of the work in our State Library, 
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from 1768 to. 1776 inclusive. And there were also some vol- 
umes of it which had been collected by the care of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, in the Congressional Library at Washington; but these» 
we understand, were all unfortunately destroyed by the recent 
fire in the Capitol—an irreparable loss. All these papers con- 
tain the most lively illustrations of the times in which they ap- 
peared, and furnish of course invaluable materials for any fu- 
ture history of our State. Inthe mean time, we propose to 
submit, from time to time, a few extracts from them which we 
think our readers will find both instruetive and amusing. ] 


GAZETTEIANA. 


NO. I. 
THE 


VIRGINIA GAZETTE. 


Containing the freshest Advices, Foreign and Domestick. 
Friday, August 6, 1736. [To be continued Weekly.) 


The PRINTER’S INTRODUCTION. 


THE Usefulness of News-Papers is very evident, by the 
great Demand there is for them, and the vast Numbers 
printed Monthly, Weekly, and Daily, in England, and other 
Polite Countries in Europe: And since Presses have been 
set up in some of the American Plantations, News-Papers 
have been printed in New-England, New-York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and South-Carolina ; and in some of the 
Islands, as Jamaica, Barbadoes, &c. in all which Places I 
conceive the Undertakers find Encouragement, or they 
would not continue them. 

From these. Examples, the Encouragement of several 
Gentlemen, and the Prospect I have of Success, in this 
antient and best-settled Colony, VIRGINIA, I am induc’d 
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to set forth Weekly News-Papers here; not doubting to 
meet with as good Encouragement as Others, or at least 
such as may enable me to carry them on. 

The Design of These Papers, is to inform the Readers, 
of the most material Occurrences, as well of Europe, and 
other Foreign Parts of the World, as of these American 
Plantations; which relate to Peace and War, Trade and 
Navigation, Changes of Government, Parliamentary A flairs, 
Births, Marriages, Promotions and Deaths of Persons of 
Distinction, with many other Transactions of Consequence; 
by which the Readers may be improv’d, amus’d or diver- 
ted: which I shall faithfully collect, as well from the Pub- 
lic Prints, which I have ordered to be transmitted to me, 
from several Parts of England and the American Planta- 
tions, by all Opportunities, as from the private Accounts [ 
may receive from my Correspondents. AND if any Inge- 
nious, Public-spirited Gentlemen, who have Time to spare, 
will employ their leisure Hours in the Service of the Pub- 
lick, by Writing any Speculative Letters, Poems, Essays, 
Translations, &c. which may tend. to the Improvement of 
Mankind in general or the innocent Diversion or Enter- 
tainment of either Sex, without Offence to any in particu- 
lar, they may depend on a Place in this Paper; and their 
names concealed if desir’d. 

IT has been objected by some, that News-Papers are 
often pernicious, as they are instrumental in carrying on 
Party-F actions, and publishing Scandal and Detraction: It 
is true, some of them are too often abus'd that Way. But’ 
I beg Leave to assure my Readers, that I will, with the ut- 
most Caution, avoid any thing of that Nature: For, 

* By the Liberty of the Press, we are not to understand 
“any licentious Freedom, to revile our Governors and 
‘** Magistrates ; to traduce the establish’d Laws and Reli- 
‘gion of our Country; or any Attempts to weaken and 
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* subvert by opprobrious Writings that sacred Respect and 
“ Veneration which ought always to be maintain’d for Au- 
“thority, and Persons in Authority: Neither ought the 
“Press to be made an Engine to destroy the Reputation of 
“our Neighbours; or to prejudice any private Subject by 
“insulting his personal Frailties, Misfortunes, or Defects ; 
“or by exposing the Secrets of his Family to public 
“ Laughter and Ridicule; for as these are Things only of 
‘a private Nature,*which do not afiect the Public, so the 
“Public has no right to the Knowledge of them.” 

SO happy are we in this Government, that I know of no 
Party-Faction: And as for Scandal or Detraction, I shall 
be so far from publishing it myself, that I will endeavour in 
some of my future Papers to discountenance, if possible, 
that ton common Vice in others; as it is the very Bane of 
good Society and Conversation: And I am not without 
Hopes that the Publishing these Papers Weekly will be of 
great Service in this Respect, by furnishing Public Matter 
of Discourse for Persons of that unhappy Disposition, 
which may prevent their descending to private Affairs.— 
And if the Gazettes shall be found to have this good Ef- 
fect, I doubt not but they will be allowed to be of great 
Use in this Respect, as well as those before-mentioned ; 
and therefore encouraged in all good Families: Which 
shall be the earnest Endeavor of, 

Gentlemen, Your Most Humble Servant, 
W. PARKS. 
Virginia, August 9, 1736. 

The Ship Withers is just arriv’d from the Coast of Africa, 
with near 300 choice Slaves, which are to be put to Sale 
at York this day, and to continue there ’til Saturday next: 
And at West Point on Monday, the 16th Instant, and there 


to continue ’til they are all sold, by 
G. BRAXTON. 
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Ships cleared in the Port of York River between August 
21 and Sept 2 1736. Lightfoot, of London, Thomas Hat- 
wood for London. 

Burwell, of London, Constantine Cant, for London. 

Nelson, of Wiitehaven, William Tayloe, for London, 

Braxton, of London, Thomas Dansie, for London— 


Williamsburg, Sept. 10, 1736. 


This Evening will be performed at the Theatre, by the 
young Gentlemen of the College, The Tragedy of CATO, 
And, on, Monduy, Wednesday, and Friday next, will be ac- 
ted the following Comedies, by the Gentlemen and Ladies 
of this Country, viz. The BUSY-BODY, The RECRUIT: 
ING-OFFICER, and The BEAUX-STRATAGEM. 


September 3, 1736. 

All sorts of Labouring Persons, who are inclined to go 
to the new Settlement of Georgia, on this Continent, may 
have Twenty Five Shillings Sterling per Month, provided 
they will engage for 6 Months after their Arrival in that 
Colony. And any Persons, who are willing to become 
Inhabitants, and Freeholders there, are entitled to 50 Acres 
of Land, and a Town Lot, and will be allowed the follow- 
ing Encouragements, viz, One Year’s Provision; Tools, 
and Household-stuff of all Sorts, necessary Arms of all 
Sorts, Iron-Work, and Nails, sufficient for building a House 
of 24 by 16 Feet; a Cow and a Calf, a Breeding Mare, 
and a Breeding Sow ; With several other Advantages. 

Any Persons, who will go to the said Colony, are desi- 
red to apply to Mr. Miles Sweeney, who is impowered to 
treat with them; and will put them in a Method of getting 
Passages thither, provided they can clear themselves, ac- 
cording to the Laws of this Country. He may be heard 
of at Mr. Portlock’s in Norfolk, or by enquiring at the 
Printing- Office in Williamsburg. 
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N. B. Great Encouragement will be given to Merchants 
to trade to Georgia, if they send any kind of Provisions, 

Pork will sell for 35s Sterling per Barrel. Beef for 30s. 
Wheat for 3s 6d per Bushel, Indian Corn for 1s 6d. Pease 
for 1s 6d. Flour for 12s 6d per Hundred. Tobacco for 
5d per Pound. Live Stock of any sort will sell well; and 
all be paid for in Sterling Money, or good Bills of Ex- 
change. 

Pilots are always ready to attend, on firing a Gun, at 
Dofusky- Sound, Tib’s Pownt, at the Mouth of Savanna Ri- 
ver, and at Jekyl’s (or Polivanna) Sound, at the Mouth of 
Altamahaw River, St. Simon’s Island. 


September 3rd, 1736. 


To be Sold by the Subscriber, in Goochland County, a 
Tract of valuable, well timber'd Land, containing 4000 
Acres lying on Great- Guinea Creek, in the said County. Any 
Person inclinable to Purchase, may have any Part of it for 
Ten Pounds per Hundred Acres, or at a cheaper Rate for 
the Whole Tract. DANIEL STONER. 


Williamsburg, Sept. 17, 1736. Monday Night will be 
perform’d the Drummer or The Haunted House, by the young 
Gentlemen of the College. 


September 24th, 1736. 


Last Friday died Mrs. Mary Brarton, Daughter of the 
late Col. Carter, and Wife of Mr. George Braxton of King 
and Queen County. She was a Gentlewoman of a very 
good Character, well belov’d by her neighbours and Ac- 
quaintance, and her Death is much lamented. She was 
lately delivered of a Son, and in a fair Way of Recovery, 
but unhapily catching Cold, was soon carried off; and the 
Child also died the Monday following. 


3 
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October 15, 1736. 


In the Gazette No. 8. We inform’d our Readers of the 
Death of Mrs. Braxton, and her Son, which Account we 
had from a Person who lives in the Same Neighbourhood, 
and depended on it for Truth, But the latter Part of it proves 
false ; for the Child is still living. 


Williamsburg, Oct. 13, 1736. 


In obedience to an Instruction lately received, the Min- 
isters of this Colony of Virginia, are desired and required, 
in their Prayers for the Royal Family (next after His Royal 
Highness Frederick Prince of Wales) to pray for the Prin- 
cess of Wales, thus: 

[Our Gracious Queen Caroline, Their Royal Highnesses 
Frederick Prince of Wales, the Princess of Wales, the 
Duke, the Princesses, and all the Royal Family. 

JAMES BLAIR, Commissary. 


Oct. 22nd, 1736. 
Warner’s Almanack for the year 1737, is in the Press, 
and will be publish’d in about Three Weeks. 


This Day is Published. 


Poems on several Occasions, never before printed. By 
a Gentleman of Virginia. Price stich’d 15d. 


Lately Publish’ d. 

An ESSAY onthe PLEURISY: Wherein the Cause of 
that Disease is plainly accounted for, from the Circumstan- 
ces of this Climate; a Remedy almost absolutely certain 
is prescribed, which is founded on Experience; and is a 
Vegetable that grows plentifully in many Places of this 
Country. By JOHN TENNENT. Williamsburg; Print- 
ed and Sold by William Parks. Price 1s 104d. 

Williamsburg, Oct. 29th, 1736. 

Last Week Lewis Burwell, Esq. of Glocester County was 
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married to Mrs. Mary Willis, Daughter of Francis Willis, 
one of the Representatives in Assembly, for that County ; 
a very agreeable young Lady, with a considerable Fortune. 
Williamsburg, Nov. 5, 1736. 

Last Saturday being His Majesty’s Birth-Day, the same 
was observ’d here with firing of Guns, Illuminations and 
other Demonstrations of Loyalty: And at Night there was 
a handsome Appearance of Gentlemen and Ladies at His 
Honour the Governor’s where was a Ball, and an elegant 
Entertainment for them. 


On Thursday Morning dy’d the Rev. Mr. John Skaife af- 
ter a tedious indisposition. He was a Gentleman of an 
affable and courteous Behaviour, and was well belov’d by 
his Parishioners among whom he had exercised his Sacred 
Function near 30 Years with general Approbation. He 
was educated at St. John’s College in Cambridge and was 
one of the Governours of William and Mary College, iu 
this Colony. 


Advertisement. 


RAN away Two Negro Men Slaves; One of them called 
Poplar from my House in King William County, some time 
in June last; He is a lusty well-set likely Fellow, of a mid- 
dle Stature, upwards of 30 Years old, and talks pretty good 
English: The other called Planter from my Plantation in 
Roy’s Neck in the County of King and Queen, about the 
month of August following. He is a Young Angola Ne- 
gro, very black, and his Lips are remarkably red,—He is 
supposed to be in Company with an old Negroe Fellow 
belonging to Col. Corbin, of a yellowish Hue, his Hair is 
like a Madagascar’s and to be gone towards Spotsylvania. 
Whoever brings the said Negroes, or either of them to my, 
House aforesaid, shall be paid a Pistole Reward for each. 
Or if already apprehended, any Person giving Notice there- 
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of, so as they, or either of them may be had again, shall be 
reasonably rewarded by 
BENJAMIN NEEDLE, 


N. B. The Negroe POPLAR is Outlaw’d. 


LOST, in Williamsburg on Monday.\ast, a Gold Mourn- 
ing Ring, having on a Lozenge, a black enamel’d Cross, 
between 4 small Sparks and reund the Hoop these Words: 
H. Ludwell, vid, Ob. 4 Aprilis 1731. Et 52. 

Whoever will bring the said Ring to me at the College, 
or to the Printer hereof, shall have Half a Pistole Reward, 


Noy. 5, 1736. PHILIP LUDWELL, 


Williamsburg, Nov 12, 1853. 

On this Day was Sen’night, being the Fiith of Novem- 
ber, the President, Masters, and Scholars oj William and 
Mary College, went, according to their Annual Custom, in 
a Body, to the Governor’s, to present His Honour with Bwe 
Copies of Latin Verses, in Obedience to their Charter, as 
a grateful Acknowledgment, for Two valuable Tracts of 
Land given the said College, by their late Majesties, K. 
William and Q. Mary. Mr. President delivered the Verses 
to His Honour; and Two of the Young Gentlemen spoke 
them. It is further observed, that there were upwards of 
60 Scholars present; a much greater Number, than has 
been in any Year before, since the Foundation of the Col- 
lece. 


‘ 


Williamsburg, Nov. 19. 


Yesterday was Fortnight, Ralph Wormley, of Middlesex 
County, Esq., a young Gentleman of a fine Estate, was 
married to the celebrated Miss Salley Berkeley, a young 
Lady of great Beauty, and Fortune. 

Williamsburg, November 26. 

The Inhabitants of Worfolk Town, in this Colony, hav- 
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ing for several Years past, flourish’d in Trade, by their 
sending Vessels to Sea, loaden with the Commodities of 
this Country, which returned with those of other Countries, 
by which several of the Merchants are become very con- 
siderable ; and the Number of their Inhabitants increasing, 
they lately petitioned the Governor for a Charter, to incor- 
porate them, which was accordingly granted; and an Act 
of Assembly pass’d the last Session, to confirm and strength- 
en the said Charter; by which they are incorporated by the 
Name of the Borough of Norfolk ; and are to consist of a 
Maior, Recorder, and 8 Aldermen; who have Power to 
hold a Court of Hustings, &c. and to choose 16 Common 
Council Men; with several Privileges, Immunities, &c. 
granted by the said Charter; in which the following Gen- 
tlemen are nominated, viz. Samuel Boush, Gent. Maior, 
Sir John Randolph, Knt. Recorder, George Newton, Sam- 
uel Boush, Jun., John Hutchins, Robert Tucker, John 
Taylor, Samuel Smith, Jun., James Ivy, and Alexander 
Campbell, Gentlemen, Aldermen. The first Maior dying 
soon after the Grant of the said Charter, he is succeeded 
by G. Newton, Gent. 

Sir John Randolph being so appointed Recorder of the 
said Borough, made a Visit to them, and was on Thursday 
the 18th Instant, sworn into that Office accordingly: And 
he being impowered to appoint a Deputy, to act in his Ab- 
sence, did appoint David Osheall, Gent. Deputy-Recorder 
of the said Borough, who was accordingly qualified. 

On this Occasion of Sir John’s Visit, the Gentlemen of 
the said Town and Neighbourhood, shew’d him all imagin- 
able Respect, by displaying the Colours, and firing the Gnns 
of the Vessels lying there, and entertaining him at their 
Houses, in the most elegant Manner, for several Days; 
amply signalizing their great Respect, on this joyful Occa- 
sion. 


3* 
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We hear from Hanover County, that on Tuesday next 
(being St. Andrew’s Day) some merry dispos’d Gentlemen 
of the said County, design to celebrate that Festival, by 
setting up divers Prizes to be contended for in the follow- 
ing Manner (to wit,) A neat Hunting-Saddle with a fine 
Broad-cloth Housing, fring’d and flower’d, &c., to be run 
for (the Quarter,).by any Number of Horses and Mares; A 
fine Cremona Fiddle to he plaid for by any Number of 
Country Fiddlers, (Mr. Langford’s Scholars excepted :) 
With divers other considerable Prizes, for Dancing, Sing- 
ing, Foot-ball-play, Jumping, Wrestling, &c. particularly a 
fine Pair ef Silk Stockings to.be given. to. the handsomest 
Maid upon the Green, to be judg’d of by the Company. 

At Page’s Warehouse, commonly call’d Crutchfield in 
the said County of Hanover, where all Persons will find 
good. Entertainment, 


Williamsburg, Dec. 3, 1736. 


Last Tuesday being St. Andrew's Day, the Mayor and 
Alderman of this City, met at the usual Place, in order to 
chuse their Mayor, where Mayor 4braham Nicholas resign’d 
his Mayoralty, and Mr. Bavadel was immediately invested 
with the Authority. The new Mayor gave a handsome 
Entertainment to the Aldermen and Commen-Council Men, 
and the Festival was celebrated with a general Joy. 


Dec. 10, 1736. 
The following Lines were wrote by a Gentleman of Vir- 
ginia. 
To A LADY. 
On a Screen of Her WORKING. 


A NEW CREATION charms the ravish’d Sight 
Delightful Harmony of Shade and Light! 
ArT vies with NATURE in a doubtful Strife, 
The finish’d Copy, which and which the Life.. 
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The Blooming Flow’rs the painted Bow excel ; 
The gay Delusion courts and cheats the Smell. 
What Beauty does anemone disclose! 

What flushing Glories the CARNATION shews ! 
The Tuuir here displays her motley Pride ; 

The piony there in richest Crimson dy’d. 

The HYAciNnTH, tho’ rais’d by Phebus Pow’r, 
Derives from Female Skill a fairer Flow’r. 

The porry with legarthic Force opprest, 

Her Scarlet Head reclines upon her Breast ; 

So Henley’s drooping Hearers sink to rest. 
Incircling Beams the suN FLow’rs Orb surround ; 
With flaming Gold RENUNCULA is crown’d ; 
Array’d in Snowy Tresses LILLiks shine, 

Pure as Her Mind that form’d the neat Design ; 
The rose here buds, there opens ev’ry Grace ; 
So modest Btushes stain the Virgin Face. 

Here we admire the NIGHT-SHADE’S darker Blue ; 
The twining woop-BIND there of various Hue ; 
Here Silver Blooms of Golden orance blow; 
STOCK-GILLY-FLOWERS there and Jonquits glow, 
And Leaves of chearful GREEN the ground bestrew ; 
Refreshing Green, from Age preserve those Eyes, 
By which You flourish in immortal Dies. 


IDLENESS. 


No persen of any reflection will be abused at the pres- 
ent day by the puerile conceit that idleness is the privilege 
of any mind, however gifted it may be. If culture and 
severe application be the sole resources to which some 
have to trust, there is little difference in the need of them 
asthe means of proficiency to all. Without them, no vigour, 
hor certainty of effort; no excellence, no taste or practi- 
cal ability. is to be looked for. The warning truth cannot 
be repeated too often.— Quart. Rev. 
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THOMAS RANDOLPH. 


This old poet who has some association with our State, 
as it seems he was the great uncle of our Sir John Ran- 
dolph, was born in 1605, and died in 1634, in the 29th 
year of his age. His principal works are: ‘ The Muses’ 
Looking Glass,” “‘ Amyntas,” and “ Miscellanies.” They 
have considerable merit, and may be read with some inter- 
est. We submit a few specimens. 


PRECEPTS. 


First worship God; he that forgets to pray, 
Bids not himself good morrow, nor good day ; 
Let thy first labour be, to purge thy sin, 

And serve Him first whence all things did begin. 
veil 
Honor thy parents to proleng thine end ; 

With them, though for a truth, do not contend ; 

Whoever makes his father’s heart to bleed 

Shall have a child that will avenge the deed. 


Think what is just; ’tis not enough to doe, 
Unless thy very thoughts are upright too. 


Defend the truth; for that who will not dye, 
A coward is, and gives himself the lye. 


Take well whate’er shall chance, though bad it be, 
Take it for good, and ’twill be good to thee. 


First think; and if thy thoughts approve thy will, 
Then speak ; and after, that thou speak’st fulfil. 
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So live with men, as if God’s curious eye 

Did everywhere into thine actions pry ; 

For never yet was sin so void of sense, 

So fully faced with brazen impudence, 

As that it durst before men’s eyes commit 
Their brutal lusts, lest they should witness it ; 
How dare they then offend when God shall see, 
That must alone both judge and jury be? 


Would’st thou live long? The only means are these, 
*Bove Galen’s diet, er Hippocrates’ ; 

Strive to live well; tread in the upright ways, 

And rather count thy actions than thy days; 

Then thou hast lived enough amongst us here ; 

For every day well spent I count a year. 

Live well, and then, how soon so e’er thou die, 
Thou art of age to claim eternity. 


The following is a pleasant sample of our poet’s lighter 


vein. 


THE SEASONS. 
To 


Thou art my all; the Sprine remains. 
In the fair violets of thy veins ;. 

And that it is a Summer’s day, 

Ripe cherries in thy lips display. 

And when for Autumn I would seek,,. 

Tis in the apples of thy cheek. 

But that which only moves my smart: 

Is to see WinTER in thy heart. 
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ORIGINAL LETTER. 
FROM GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOR HARRISON, 
Nrewsures, 4Ta Marca, 1783, 


[This letter has been obligingly copied for us from the origi- 
nal on file in the office of the Executive Department of State, 
and is here published, we believe, for the first time.] 


Dear Sir,—Your favor of the 31st of January came to 
my hands the Post before last, and the account from Gen. 
Lavalette by the last Post. Upon the receipt of the latter, 
your letter and Lavalette’s account was sent to Sir Guy 
Carleton with a request to remit the money to Col. Smith 
at Dobbs’s Ferry ; who is desired to forward it to the Chev'r 
de la Luzerne at Philadelphia, 

You ask what my expectations of Peace are ?>—I answer, 
I am scarcely able to form any ideas on the subject, since 
I have seen (what is called, for we have no authentic ac- 
count of its being so) the King’s speech; and the vari 
ety of contradictory reports respecting the negociations 
for it. The Enemy in New York are as impatient, and as 
much in the dark as we are on this occasion; not having 
received a Packet for more than two months. Although 
I cannot give you a decided opinion, under present ap- 
pearances, I will transcribe the answer I gave about the 
first of January to a question similar to yours, from a Gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance in Maryland; which, as mat- 
ters are yet undecided, or rather the decision, if any, un- 
announced, I see no occasion to depart from. 

** My opinion of the matter, ever since the death of the 
“Marquis of Rockingham and the cecession of Mr. Fox, 
‘Burke, &c. has been uniformly the same; and no late 
“European accounts that I have met with, has given me 
* cause to alter it—it is, that no Peace would take place 
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“before the meeting of the British Parliament; and that 
“then it would depend upon the influence of the Crown, 
“and strength of the contending Parties.—that previous 
‘to the Session, the British Negociators would be em- 
“ployed at Intrigue. In an investigation of powers— 
“hearing propositions—and probing the intentions of the 
“Belligerent powers to the bottom—the latter being ac- 
“complished, the minister (Lord Shelburne) if he found 
“himself upon slippery ground,—or that the voice of the 
“ People was loud for peace, would inform the Parliament 
“that after many months in negociation such are the best 


“terms he can obtain—and as they involve consequences 
‘‘of the greatest national concern, and have been the sub- 
“ject of seven years war and debate—it now rests with 
“Parliament to accept them—or provide vigorously for 


“the prosecution of the war,—this places the matter upon 
“the. broadest Basis—removes responsibility from his 
“door—and blunts the edge of opposition, which other- 
“wise I am persuaded would be very keen. 

“The King having by his Letters Patent (copy of which 
“T have seen) authorized Mr. Oswald to treat with any 
“Commissioner or Commissioners from the United States 
“of America, is certainly a great point gained ; but it was - 
unavoidable on the part of England; as our Commissioners 
“would not enter upon business with Mr. Oswald with- 
“out—and the Minister dared not to meet the Parliament 
“without having ‘attempted something under the Peace 
“ Bill which passed the Session before—Upon the whole | 
“am of opinion that the terms of Peace were agreed on 
“ before the adjournment for the Christmas Hollidays,—or 
that we shall have at Jeast another Campaign. How well 
“the States are provided for the continuance of the war 
“Jet their acts and policy answer. The Army as usual is 
“without pay—and a great part of the Soldiery without 
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* shirts—and though the patience of them is equally thread. 
‘bare, the States seem perfectly indifferent to their cries—= 
“in a word, if one was to hazard for them an opinion upon 
“this subject, it would be that the Army had contracted 
“such a habit of encountering difficulties and distress— 
* and of living without money, that it would be impolitic 
*‘ and injurious to introduce other customs into it.” 
What, my dear sir, could induce the State of Virginia to 
rescind its assent to the _Impost Law? How are the ne 
merous creditors of the public in civil life, and the Army 
to be paid if no regular and certain funds are established 
to discharge the Interest of Monies borrowed for these pur- 
poses ?—and what Tax can be more just or better calcula- 
ted to answer the end than an Impost?—The alarm Bell, 
which has been rung with such a tremendous sound by the 
State of Rhode Island, to shew the danger of intrusting 
Congress with money, is too selfish and feutile to require a 
serious answer. Congress are in fact, the People—they 
return to them at certain short periods—are amenable at 
all times for their conduct—and subject to a recall at any 
moment. What interest therefore can a man have, under 
these circumstances distinct from his Constituents—can it 
be supposed, that with design, he would form a junto, or 
pernicious Aristocracy that would operate against himself; 
in less than a month perhaps, after it was established? I 
cannot conceive it,—but from the observations I have made 
in the course of this war (and my intercourse with the 
States in their United as well as seperate capacities has af- 
forded ample opportunities of judging) I am decided in 
my opinion, that if the powers of Congress are not enlar- 
ged, and made competent to all general purposes, that the 
Blood which has been spilt—the expence that has been in- 
curred—and the distresses which have been felt, will avail 
nothing; and that the band, already too weak, which holds 
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us to zether, will soon be broken; when anarchy and con- 
fusion will prevail. 

I shall make no apology for the freedom of these senti- 
ments—they proceed from an honest heart, altho’ they 
may be the result of erroneous thinking,—they will at least 
prove the sincerity of my friendship, as they are altogether 
undisguised, 

With the greatest esteem and regard, 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Y’r Most Obed’t and 
Affect’e H’ble Serv’t, 
G. WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency Gov. Harrison. 


ARCHITECTURE IN VIRGINIA. 


Mr. Editor, —You have asked me to give you a brief no- 
tice of the progress of Architecture in Virginia, as far as 
the subject has fallen under my own eye; and I will do so 
with much pleasure. 

The first introduction of Architecture into Virginia after 
our Revolutionary War, was the erection of a new Capitol 
in the city of Richmond, begun, I believe about the year 
1787, for which it is well known that Mr. Jefferson, then 
in France, furnished the model, being that of the celebra- 
ted Maison Quarreé of Nismes. This model is stil! pre- 
served, in its original form, in the State Library, where it 
may be easily seen. In its general features, there is but 
little difference between the model and the building as it 
is; the main difference consists in the omission of the attic 
or third story, with its windows, and the substitution of a 
basement story, less ornamental but more useful, and con- 
venient for the public offices which it contains. 


4 
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The architectural order of the Capitol is Roman ; and 
though the material, which is brick and stucco, is inferior, 


the details are kept up remarkably well both in the exterior 
and interior. The dimensions on the Plan are 70 by 150f,; 
its principal fagade is to the South, and presents a Hexago- 
nal Portico of two intercolumniations in depth, surmount- 
ed by a Pediment. The ground, or basement story, is oc- 
cupied by the State Officers. On the 2nd, or principal 
floor are the two Halls of Legislation: the Senate on the 
South, the House on the North; the space between is oc- 
cupied by the grand staircase and vestibule, the center by 
an open galleried Hall, in the middle of which stands the 
majestic Marble Statue of Washington. The Hall, as be- 
fore observed, is surrounded by a gallery which extends up 
to the roof, and is lighted through an aperture there. The 
3d floor is occupied by the office of the Governor of Vir- 
ginia and his Council, the Secretary of State, and the State 
Library. All the rooms within are finished in the Roman 
Palladean style, and have a very venerable antique appear- 
ance. The building is situated on a high eminence, and 
commands an extensive prospect. I remember the im- 
pression it made on my mind when I first came in view of 
it, approaching from the South. It gave me an idea of the 
effect of those Greek Temples, similarly situated, which 
are the admiration of the world. 

_ The erection of this imposing edifice naturally awaken- 
ed the attention of the public to improve the style of their 
buildings ; but as there were no architects in the State at 
that time. these attempts were awkward and abortive. 

In 1790, Benjamin Henry Latrobe, Esq., an eminent 
English Architect and Engineer, came over from England 
to reside in Virginia. Shortly afterwards the Penitentiary 
system was introduced into Virginia, and Mr. Latrobe was 
employed to design the building and superintend its erec- 
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tion; this building was projected upon Architectural prin- 
ciples, and was the best constructed and arranged prison 
then extant in the Union. In 1792, Mr. Latrobe was call- 
ed to Philadelphia to design and erect the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania, a beautiful marble structure of the Temple form, 
after that of Theseus at Athens ; and Virginia thus lost the 
personal and professional services of one of the first of 
Architects in any country. He was afterwards engaged as 
engineer upon the Delaware and Chesapeake Canal, and 
as Architect of the Capitol of the U.S. at Washington, at 
which time I entered as a student in his office, by 
the advice and recommendation of Mr. Jefferson, then 
President of the U. S. I had been previously pursuing 
my studies in the office of the Architect of the President’s 
House, &c., and as there were no architectural works to 
be had, Mr. Jefferson kindly offered me the use of his 
library, where I found several of these works, all of Roman 
character, principally Palladios, of whom Mr. Jefferson was 
agreat admirer. During this period, I made some plans 
and elevations for his mansion at Monticello, according to 
his views of interior arrangement, which were of the 
French character. He was then building this house, and 
prepared with his own hand all the detail drawings of the 
interior, and the roof, also the beautiful tesselated floor in 
the great Saloon. This constituted perhaps the third reg- 
ular Architectural building erected in Virginia; this was 
in 1801. 

In 1815, I was engaged in the erection of the Monu- 
mental Church, built on the site of the Theatre, the confla- 
gration of which had caused such a lamentable destruction 
of human life. The design of this building was somewhat 
original in its Plan, being octagonal, the front side being 
carried out to form the monument to the departed dead, the 
remains of whom were buried below. The rear side was 
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also elongated to form the base of the tower and steeple, 
and for the recess of the altar within. I also designed the 
City Hall, fronting on Capitol square, and several private 
houses, all which buildings were arranged on Architec- 
tural principles. 

After the war of 1812, the progress of architecture in 
Virginia was rapid; the University of Virginia was under 
construction by its venerable founder, Thos. Jefferson, who 
gave it his personal supervision, arranging all the details, 
having previously determined upon the general plan, after 
consulting with eminent professional men, among them 
Mr. Latrobe. The Architectural arrangement of the Uni- 
versity building is unique ; it entered into the mind of Mr. 
Jefferson to exhibit practically to the students matriculating 
here, the proportions and character of the different orders 
of Architecture ; the principal buildings constituting the 
University plan, are all finished in different style. The 
foliage of the trees fronting the buildings on the lawn, and 
the distance they are apart, separate them to the eye, and 
associate the idea of a city street, decorated according to 
individual taste. Architecture was, I may say, the hobby 
of Mr. Jefferson, and he seemed to wish to impress upon 
the Virginia youth a particular partiality for Architectural 
arrangement, and to imprint upon their minds the charac- 
ter and proportions of the different orders, upon which 
were based the principles of the art; he introduced upon 
their campus each of these orders in their full application, 
which they could not help seeing and admiring. 

The general plan of these buildings disposes of them in 
parallel lines extending from North to South some six hun- 
dred feet, divided in the center by a wide lawn of 200 feet; 
at the distance of 200 feet East and West, another range 
of buildings extends the same length, divided or spaced off 
by cross passages or alleys for easy access to the several 
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blocks of buildings. At the head of the lawn to the North, 
is situate the Rotunda, which contains the Library and the 
principal Lecture rooms. This building, in its design re- 
sembles that at Rome, though not so large; its diameter 
being 70 feet, height 60 feet to the spring of the dome, 
and with the dome 70 feet, surmounted by a lantern light. 
The basement level is extended out on each side as wings, 
one for the chemical room, the other for a chapel. 

The South front is ornamented by a beautiful treble 
colonnaded Portico of the Corinthian order, correspond- 
ing in richness of its Capital with those of the Pantheon at 
Rome. The Library on the 2d floor is: a perfect circle in 
its Plan, surrounded by a colonnaded gallery ; surmounted 
by a magnificent dome, with a skylight in the center. 

The great increase of students tothe University and the 
want of suitable rooms for their exercises, have caused the 
erection of a building in the rear of the Rotunda, 150 feet 
long including Porticoes, and 50 feet wide, which from 
the declivity of the ground, wilh afford 4 large lecture rooms, 
a large exhibition room and museum above, all accessible 
from the Rotunda, from which it is separated by a colon- 
naded space. The Northern front is ornamented by a 
similar Portico to that of the Rotunda, in which will be 
placed the Statue of Mr. Jefferson. 

The view from this Portico will be magnificent, from the 
stretch of country lying North, and East, and West, ter- 
minated by the Blue ridge of mountains, a beautiful agri- 
cultural region watered by the Rivanna and its tributaries, 
and tiaversed by the Rail-road from Charlottesville to Siaun- 
ton. 

In the mean time, while these splendid structures have 


been going up, the city of Richmond, increasing rapidly in 
wealth and taste, has been adorning herself with a nu:nber 
of beautiful buildings Loth public and private, and is man- 


4* 
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ifestly diffusing the spirit of improvement through all parts 
of the State. R. M. 





THE OLD STOVE AGAIN. 


Mr. Editor,—By reference to the Register for January 
1848, it will be perceived that I made some enquiries 
about the origin and history of the Old Stove, in the Hall 
of the Capitol, which still retains its genial warmth. 

The kindness of a literary friend has recently placed it 
in my power to give some very interesting particulars con- 
cerning this venerable relic, and as an antiquarian should 
always be satisfied of the veracity of his authorities, it is 
proper I should state that the letters now handed to you 
are copies of the original Manuscripts (in my possession,) 
found among the papers of the late Wilson Cary Nicholas, 
Esqr , one of the sons of Robert Carter Nicholas, Trea- 
surer of the Colony of Virginia in 1766. This gentleman, 
the Hon. William Nelson, President of the Council, John 
Randolph, George Wythe and John Blair, Jr. Esqr., acted 
as friendly curators of the Estate of Lord Botetourt, after 
the death of that popular Governor, which occurred at 
Williamsburg, October 15th 1770, as stated in a letter from 
those gentlemen to the Duke of Beaufort, dated the 30th 
day of October 1770. 

It would appear from the subjoined Documents, that the 
Stove was ordered by Lord Botetourt as a present to the 
House of Burgesses, but that his Lordship dying before it 
was sent to Virginia, his generous intention was hand- 
somely carried out by his relation and Executor, the Duke 
of Beaufort. There would seem to be an error in the date 
of Mr. Conway’s letter, which was obviously written after 
Lord Botetourt’s death,—it should have been 1771, instead 
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of ‘7770.’ Mr. William Marshman to whom it is directed, 
was, as appears by other original documents in my posses-- 
sion, a .ery worthy and confidential English servant of 
Lord Botetourt’s. 

The letter of the manufacturer, ‘‘ Buzacuio” or “ Buza- 
glo,” (and not “ Buzacio” as it seems to be spelt upon the 
Stove,) is not directed, and the envelope is lost, but from 
its date and address, it was most probably. written to Lord 
Botetourt himself. That Buzaglo was a foreigner, may be 
gathered from his style as well as his name, and the Pa-. 
raphe, or individual flourish appended to it, but which can- 
not be imitated in type, and it also appears that Great Bri-- 
tain, and not the Continent, had the honor of producing 
this ‘ magnum opus.” 

It is amusing to see the unction with which honest Bu- 
zaglo speaks of its magnificence, when we have it in its 
full proportions before us. Could he leave his narrow cell 
for a moment, and gaze on the fairy wonders which Ber- 


lin and Bermingham hourly produce from the same rugged 
material, and of which it may truly be said ‘ materiem su- 
perabat opus,’ what would he think of the condition of art 
in his day? But I will not detain your readers from the 
perusal of the curious documents entrusted to me by my 
friend. 


““Lonpon the 15th August 1770. 


‘ My Lord,’—Sensible of the obligation by your Lordship’s 
order | thankfully acknowlege the favor, flattering myself 
of having discharged my duty therein and that it will merit 
your Lordship’ $ approbation, assuring your Lordship that 
cost nor trouble was spared in the execution; The Ele- 
gance of workmanship and Impression of every particular 
joint does honor to Great Britain, it excels in grandeur 
any thing ever seen of the kind, and is a Master piece not 
to be equalled in al] Europe, it has met with General ap- 
plause, and could not be sufficiently admired, The said 
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Machine &c: is contained in seven cases, and Inclosed 
Directions for Erecting it &e: Your Lordship will be 
pleased to order the strict observance thereof, as I am very 
particular that it may be faithfully Erected, I am with most 
profound respect 
My Lord 
Your Lordship’s 
most obedient 
and most humble Serv’t 
BUZAGLO.” 


Very particular Printed Directions “ for putting up the new 
Invented Warming Machines” and also for using them are 
among the papers in my possession. 

The letter below is indorsed, (I think very probably by 
Robert Carter Nicholas,) as follows: 

“Mr. Thos, Conway’s Letter signifying the Duke of 
Beaufort’s desire that the H. of Burgesses would accept 
the Stove wrote for by Lord Botetourt.” 

It is directed,—‘‘ To Mr. Marshman 

at the Palace in 
Williamsburgh 
Virginia.” 


Lonpon 28 Jan’y, 1770. 


 Sir,—I wrote to you by the Royal Exchange to telf 
you that I knew the Duke of Beaufort would fulfill our 
most worthy and late friends Intention, and now IF have in 
command from his Grace to desire Mr. Nelson &c to de- 
sire the House of Burgess to accept the Stove. I am 
Your friend and Serv’t, 
THO. « ONWAY.” 


Unhappily no light is thrown on the correct reading of 
the motto about which ‘A Quondam Delegate’’ in the 
April number 1848, rapped me gently over the knuckles. 
Tell your correspondent I know very well that if ‘reg- 
num” isto be supplied, the reading should be “ En dat 
Virginia Quarium ;”’ but suppose it was ‘regionem,’ of 
‘ coronam’ that was understood, and the motto on the Stove 
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does not ‘scratch Priscian’ at all. At all events, I am not 
responsible for Buzaglo’s Latin, and only purported to give 
the motto as it actually exists upon the Stove. 

“ Esto perpetua’”’—that is—the Stove—not the motto, 
and when in the fulness of years its vital spark shall be 
extinguished, I hope the Historical Society of Virginia 
will see that it has decent burial. 

In the mean time, by way of keeping up its historical 
associations, I propose that it be called in future ‘‘ THE 


BoteTouRT STOVE.” 
G. A. M. 





From the London News, Nov. 29. 
THE LATE MISS BERRY. 


An event occurred last Saturday night week which makes 
us ask ourselves whether we have really passed the middle 
of our century. In the course of that night, Nov. 20, 
one died who could and did tell so much of what happen- 
ed early in the reign of George III., that her hearers felt 
as if they were in personal relatious with the men of that 
time. Miss Berry was remarkable enough in herself to have 
excited a good deal of emotion by dying any time within 
the last seventy years. Dying now, she leaves as strong 
as ever the impression of her amiable faculties, her gene- 
rous and affectionate nature, and her high accomplish- 
ments, while awakening us to a retrospect of the changes 
and fashions of our English intellect, as expressed by lit- 
erature. She was not only the woman of letters of the 
last century carried far forward into our own—she was not 
only the woman of fashion who was familiar with the gay- 
eties of life before the fair daughters of George III. were 
seen abroad, but she was, in fact, the repository of the 
whole literary history of four-score years; and when 
she was pleased to throw open the folding doors of her 
memory, they were found to be mirrors, and in them was 
seen the whole procession of literature, from the mourn- 
ful Cowper to Tennyson the laureate. 
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It was a curious sight—visible till recently, though now 
all are gone—the chatting of three ladies on the same 
sofa—the two Miss Berrys and their intimate friend, Lady 
Charlotte Lindsay. Lady Charlotte Lindsay was the daugh- 
ter of Lord North; and the Miss Berrys had both received, 
as was never any secret, the offer of the hand of Horace 
Walpole. These ladies, of course, brought into our time 
a good deal of the manners, the conversation and the 
dress of the last century; but not at all in a way to cast any 
restraint on the youngest of their visitors, or to check the 
inclination to inquire into the thoughts and ways of men 
long dead, and the influence of modes long passed away. 
It was said that Miss Berry’s parties were rather blue ; and 
perhaps they were so; but she was not aware of it; and all 
thought of contempory pedantry dissolved under her sto- 
ries of how she once found on the table, on her return from 
a ball, a volume of “ Plays on the Passions,”’ and how she 
kneeled on a chair at the table to see what the book was 
like, and was found there—feathers and: satin shoes and all 
—by the servant who came to let in the winter morning 
light; or of how the world of literature was perplexed and 
distressed—as a swarm of bees that have lost their queen— 
when Dr. Johnson died; or of how Charles Fox used to 
wonder that people could make such fuss about that dullest 
of new books, Adam Smith’s ‘“* Wealth of Nations.” As 
she was entering on the novel-reading age, Evelina came 
out; and Fanny Burney’s.series of novels were to that gen- 
eration of young people what Scott’s were to the next but 
one. Ifthe youths and maidens of that time had bad fic 
tion, they had good history, for the learned Mr. Gibbon 
gave them volume after volume, which made them proud of 
their age. They talked about their poets, and no doubt 
each had an idol in that day as in ours and everybody’s. 
The earnestness, sense, feeling, and point of Cowper de- 
lighted some ; and they reverently told of the sorrows of 
his secluded life, as glimpses were caught of him in his 
walks with Mrs. Unwin. Others stood on tiptoe to peep 
into Dr. Darwin’s ‘chaise’? as he went his professional 
round, writing and polishing his verses as he went; and his 
admirers. insisted that nothing so brilliant had ever been 
written before. Miss Berry must have well remembered 
the first exhibition of this brilliancy before the careless eyes 
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of the world; and she must have remembered the strange- 
ness of the contrast when Crabbe tried the contrast of his 
homely pathos, encourged to do so by Burke. And then 
cathe something which it is scarcely credible that the world 
should have received during the period of Johnson’s old 
age, and the maturity of Gibbon, and Sir Wm. Jones and 
Burns—the wretched rhyming of the Batheaston set of sen- 
timental pedants. In rebuke of them, the now mature wo- 
man saw the theory Wordsworth rise; and in rebuke of 
him, she saw the young and confident Jeffrey and his com- 
rades arise , and in rebuke of them saw the Quarterly Re- 
view arise, when she was beginning to be elderly. She 
saw Joanna Baillie’s great fame rise and decline, without 
either the rise or decline changing in the least the counte- 
nance or the mood of the happy being whose sunshine 
came from quite another luminary than fame. She saw the 
rise of W ordsworth’s fame, growing as it did out of the re- 
action against the pomps and vanities of the Johnsonian and 
Darwinian schools; anc she lived to see its decline when 
the great purpose was fulfilled, of inducing poets to say 
what they mean, in words which will answer that purpose. 
She saw the beginning and the end of Moore’s popularity ; 
and the rise and establishment of ( ampbell’s. The short 
career of Byron passed before her eyes like a summer storm, 
and that of Scott constituted a great interest of ber life for 
many years. What an experience—to have studied the 
period of horrors—represented by Monk Lewis—of con- 
ventionalism in Fanny Burney—of metaphysical fiction in 
Godwin—of historical romance in Scott—and of a new 
order of fiction in Dickens, which it is yet too soon to cha- 
racterize by a phrase. 

We might go on for hours, and not exhaust the history 
of what she saw on the side of literature alone. If we at- 
tempted to number the scientific men who have crossed 
her threshold—the foreigners who found within her doors 
the best of London and the cream of society, we should 
never have done. And of the political changes she saw— 
the continental wars, the establishment of American inde- 
pendence—the long series of Freuch revolutions—the ca- 
reer of Washington, of Napoleon, of Nelson, of Welling- 
ton, with that of all the statesmen from Lord Chatham to 
Peel—from Franklin to Webster. But itus too much. It 
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is bewildering to us, though it never overpowered her, 
She seemed to forget nothing, and to notice everything, 
and to be able to bear so long a life in such times; but 
she might well be glad to sink to sleep as she did last Sa 
turday night week, after so long drawn a pageant of the 
world’s pomps and vanities, and transient idolatries, and 
eternal passions. 


MEMOIRS OF A HUGUENOT FAMILY. 


Memoirs of a Huguenot Family: Translated and Compiled 
from the Original Autobiography of the Rev. James Fontaine, 
and other Family Manuscripts; comprising an Original Jour- 
nal of Travels in Virginia, New York, ete. in 1715 and 1716, 
By Ann Maury. With an Appendix containing a Transla- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes, the Edict of Revocation, and 
other Interesting Historical Documents. 12 mo. pp. 512 
New York, Geo. P. Putnam & Co. 1853. 

This is a very pleasant volume to read, and besides the 
main matter, the very interesting and edifying narrative of 
the Rev. James Fontaine, a worthy and pious Huguenet, 
of an ancient and noble family, who on the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes, went over to England where he re- 
mained some years; but afterwards removed to Ireland, 
where he finally settled in Dublin; and whence some of 
his sons subsequently emigrated to our colony of Virginia, 
about the beginning of the last century ;—contains alsoa 
diary of one of these sons, John Fontaine, who landedon 
our shore in May, 1715, giving some account of Governor 
Spotswood’s famous expedition over the mountains, which 
he joined in that year; and some letters from the Rev. Pe- 
ter Fontaine, of Westover, (from 1749, to 1757,) and the 
Rev. James Maury, of Fredericksburg Parish, in Louisa 
county, (from August 9th, 1755, to December 31st, 1765,) 
which, besides domestic matters, contain some things con- 
cerning the state of society and public affairs in the colony 
at those periods, that we may all like to know. 

Altogether, we regard the work asa highly valuable and 
interesting contribution to the historic literature of our 
State, and, in this point of view more particularly, we 
warmly commend it to the consideration of all who can 
duly appreciate its merits. 
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Parious Bntelliqenee. 


THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


THE SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Virginia Historical Soei- 
ety was held in the Hall of the Atheneum, on Tuesday even- 
ing. the 2lst ult., and owing, no doubt, entirely to the unfa- 
vorable state of the weather. was rather badly attended. 

William H. Macfarland, Esq., one of the Vice Presidents, 
presided; and, on taking the chair made a few appropriate re- 
marks which were manifestly well received. Thos. T. Giles, 
Esq., then read the Report of the Executive Committee; and 
the Secretary and Librarian, Mr. Maxwell, read a list of the 
Donations of books, paintings, &c., received during the past 
year. and anuounced the uames of the Howorary Members who 
had heen elected during the same period. 

After these proceedings, Conway Robinson, F'sq., read an 
able and interesting discourse on the Life of the Hon. Arthur 
Lee, privr to the Declaration of Independence; with a notice 
of sone of the events which led to that memorable result;— 
which gave great satisfaction to all the company. 

The following resolutions were then unanimously adopted : 


On motion of H. Robertson, Esq., of Norfolk : 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Society he and they are 
hereby presented to Conway Robinson, Esq., for his able and 
interesting discourse read this evening ; and that he be request- 
ed to furnish the Executive Committee with a copy of it for 
preservation in the archives, and for publication in such form 
as they may think proper. 


On motion of Mr. Maxwell: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be and they are 
hereby presented to Thomas Sully, Esq., of Philadelphia, for 
his portrait of Pocahontas, which he has so handsomely and 
generously painted for the ornament of our room, and which 
cannot fail to associate his own fame with that of our incom- 
parable heroine, in the most happy and honorable manner, for 
years and ages to come. 


On motion of Mr. Myers: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be and they are 
hereby returned to Robert M. Sully, Esq., artist of this city, 


5 





50 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER, 


for his valuable and interesting portraits of Black Hawk, his 
Son, and the Prophet, painted by him, and most obligingly pre- 
sented to the Society. 


On motion of Dr. Maupin: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be and they are 
hereby presented to the Gentlemen, Philip St. George Cocke, 
I'sq., and others, who have so generously contributed the sum 
of One Hundred Dollars each, making together the sum of 
#1000, to increase the Permanent Fund of the Society, and so 
to increase the stability of our institution, and to enlarge and 
extend its salutary operations and influences for the benefit and 
honor of our State. 


We will only add that the exercises of the occasion were 
highly satisfactory to all present, and altogether such as fairly 
promise the most happy effeets. 


THE REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


We are much gratified in being enabled to inform the Soci- 
ety of a material addition to its permaneut fund, since the last 
Aunual Meeting. Philip St. George Cocke, Esq.. of Powha- 
tan, having liberally proposed to be one of ten gentlemen to 


subseribe a hundred dollars each. to enlarge this fund, that 
number has, within the past year, been made up; so that there 
is a thousand dollars from this source; and the life- members, 
paying fifty dollars each. having inereased, since the Report of 
December, 1850, from thirty six. the number meationed in that 
Report, to forty, there is from this source also. an increase of 
the fund. At the date of the Report in December. 1850, the 
whole amount invested in certificates of debt of the State of 
Virginia was sixteen hundred dollars. Now we expect our 
whole investment in such certificates, will soon be three thous- 
and dollars. 

The interest accruing on the permatent fund and what is 
paid by annual members, constitute our only means for defray- 
ing the annual expences. 

With such aid as we could give Mri Maxwell, from these 
limited means, he has been enabled to continue the Virginia 
Historical Register, in a manner highly satisfactory to us. and 
we make no doubt equally so to the Members of the Socicty, 
and to the subscribers. We are more and more sensible of its 
value to the State as a repository of scattered letters and other 
manuscripts, bearing on its history; which, unless preserved in 
this periodical, might be. and probably in many cases « ould be, 
forever lost. 
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Our means hitherto have not been sufficient to continue the 
publication of the * Early Voyages to America.” From what, 
however, our Chairman has done towards its preparation, we 
feel confident that, if sufficient funds be obtained for the pur- 
pose, we shall soon be enabled to publish the second volume of 
that work, embracing an account of all the voyages to and 
along the Atlantic coast of North America from 1573 to 1606 ; 
and also to follow it with volumes embracing the subject from 
that date, and constituting the Annals of Virginia. 

In the mean time, our materials for authentic History are 
accumulating, Among the manuscripts, which we have recei- 
ved. is a considerable number, of a very interesting character, 
deposited by Mr. Charles Carter Lee. ‘These have been ar- 
ranged in chronological order, and endorsed and filed ; and the 
Society will be informed of the contents of some of them atits 
present meeting. 

There being reason to apprehend that there might be a dis- 
appointment in haying the annual address from the gentleman 
selected, within two or three weeks past, the Committee re- 
quested its chairman, after examining the manuseripts just men- 
tioned, to give an account of such of those written before the 
4th of July 1776, as might be of most interest, accompanied by 
such a narrative of cotemporaneous events as he might deem 
suitable. This, we are pleased to say, it is his purpose to do. 
The letters for the period mentioned were, for the most part, 
written by or to Arthur Lee; of whom it has been truly said, 
that he was concerned in the events of the American Revolu- 
tion from its commencement to its conclusion,—was employed 
in high stations, and in the most sacred and confidential trans- 
actions. From the nature of Mr. Lee’s employments, an ac- 
count of his life before the declaration of independence, will atthe 
same time be an account of the events leading to that decla- 
ration. 

Besides the manuscripts, the contents of our Library room 
have been greatly increased in value during the past year, partly 
by additions of books, but still more by the portraits received. 
Of these, the Secretary has been desired to give you a. particn- 
lar account. Some, if not all of them deserve, and should re- 
ceive particular notice from the Society. 

With increased confidence in the permanence of the Society, 
and perfect assurance of its utility to the State, we again most 
earnestly recommend it to the favorable consideration of our 
Legislature, and to the liberal patronage of our Citizens. 
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DONATIONS. 
List of Books, &c., Presented to the Sociely during the yast year: 


Wheeler's History of North Carolina, 1 vol. large 8vo.; By 
Thomas Sully, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

Narrative of Alvar Nunez Cabecade Vaca, translated by Buck- 
ingham Smith; 1 vol. 4to; by Geo. W. Riggs, Esq., of Wash- 
ington City. 

Hampton’s Polybius, 2 vols. Gillies’s Greece. 4 vols. Ba- 
ker’s Livy, 6 vols. Murphy's Tacitus, 6 vols. Rapin’s 
Acta Regis. 4 vols. History of England, by Hume, Smol- 
let and Miller, 4. vols. Histoire de France, 3 vols. War in 
Hungary, 2 vols. American Gazetteer, 3 vols. Encyelo- 
pedia Britannica—Lidit., 1798—18 vols. 4to. Edinburg Re- 
view from the begiuning. 38 vols. 8vo. 1 Volume of the 


Virginia Gazette, for 1766. By Couway Robinson, Esq., of 


Richmond. 
Universal Atlas, 2 vols. folio; by Dr. Socrates Maupin, of do. 


Smith’s Historical and Literary Curiosities, 1 vol. 4to ; by Mon- 
cure Robinson, Esq.. of Philadelphia. 


Ringold’s Memoir and Maps of California, 1 vol. 4to ; by Hon. 
John Y. Mason, of Richmond. 


Headley’s Lives of Scott and Jackson, 1 vol. 12mo; by John 
R. Thompson, Esq., of Richmond. 

Lynch's Official Report of the Expedition to the Dead Sea, 
1 vol. 4to.; by the author, Lieut. W. F. Lynch, U. S.N. 
The Papers of Lewis Morris, Governor of the Province of 

New Jersey, from 1738, to 1746, being the Fourth volume of the 

Collections of the New Jersey Historical Society, 8vo; by the 

Society. 

Schooleraft’s Information Respecting the History, Condition 
and Prospects of the Indian Tribes. of the United States ; 2 vols. 
4to; by L. Lea, Com’r of Indian Affairs. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, vol. 4: 4to; by 
the Institution. 

Washington’s Farewell Address, 1 vol. 4to; by James Lenox, 
Esq., of New York. 


OTHER DONATIONS. 


A Portrait of Pocahontas; by Thomas Sully, Esq., of Phila- 
delphia. 

Three Portraits, of Black Hawk, his Son, and the Prophet; by 
Robert M. Sully, Esq., of this City. 

A Paiuting of Gen. Taylor at Palo Alto; by S. G. Wyman, 
Esq., of Baltimore. 
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An enamelled engraving of the late Rev. Dr. Alexander, of 
Princeton; by Dr. W. H. Mitchell, of Philadelphia. 

A Medallion head of Inigo Jones ; by A. Gifford, Esq., of Rich- 

mond. 

Some Engravings of the Philadelphia Art Union; by the Sec- 
retary of the Society. 

Some Engravings of Boydell’s Shakspeare; by one of the 
agents of the Publishers. 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


The following is a list of the Officers of the Society, &c., at the 
present time. 

Hon. WM. C. RIVES, President. 
Hon. JAMES M. MASON, 
WM. H. MACFARLAND.Esg., } Vice-Presidenis. 
Hon. JOHN Y MASON, 
WM. MAXWELL, Secretary and Librarian. 
GEORGE N. JOHNSON, Treasurer. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


Conway Rosinson, Chairman Tuomas T. GILeEs, 

Gustavus A. Myers, Tuomas H. Exus, 

Socrates Maurin, Cuarues Carter Lez, 
Artuur A. Morson. 


The Officers of the Society are, ex-officio, members of the 
Executive Committee. 


HONORARY MEMBERS, 


Elected during the past year. 


Gen’t Joun H. Cocke, of Fluvanna. 

Rev. Bens. H. Rice, D. D., of Prince Edward. 

Hon. Joun J. Auten, President of the Court of Appeals. 
Hon. Geo. W. P. Custis, of Arlington, D. C. 

Tuomas Suuuxy, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

Hon. Epwaxnp Everett, of Boston. 

. Rev. Francis L. Hawks, D. D., of New York. 

Hon. Georee Bancrort, of New York. 

James L. Perricrew, Esq., of Charleston. 

Hon. Assotr Lawrenee, of Boston. 


LIFE MEMBERS, 


Enrolled during the past year. 


J. H. Besan; Moncure Rosinson; JAQue.ine P. Taruon; 
Freperick Bransrorp. 


5* 
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THE PERMANENT FUND, 


The following is a List of Gentlemen who have coutributed 
One Hundred Dollars each to increase the Permanent Fund of 
the Historical Society: 

Philip St. Geo. Cocke, of Powhatan; John N. Tazewell, of 
Norfolk; Hon. Edward Coles, of Philadelphia; Thomas T, 
Giles, of Richmond; Geo. N. Johnson, do.; Wm. Barret, do.; 
Wm. H. Maefarfand, do.; Jas. Thomas, Jr., do.; Authony 
W. McIntosh, of Norfolk; Jaqueline P. Taylor, of Richmond. 


THE LATE MR. WEBSTER. 


We regret to record that the Hon. Daniel Webster, so long 
and so honorably known as a jurist, statesman and orator, of 
the highest order, at the bar and in the councils of onr country— 
died at his seat of Marshfield, Massachusetts, on the morning 
of the 24th of October last, in the 71st year of his age. 

We eubmit here, for convenient reference, a brief account of 
his life, taken substantially from an article which appeared ina 
Boston journal shortly after his death : 


* Daniel Webster was the son of Ebenezer Webster of Salis- 
bury, New Hampshire. He was born in that part of Salisbury 
now called Boscawen, on the 18th of January, 1782. His father 
was a captain in the revolutionary army, and became subse- 
quently. though not bred a lawyer. one of the Judges of the 
Court of Common Pleas. He received his academical educa- 
tion at Exeter and Dartmouth. He began his college studies 
at the latter seminary in 1797, and received his degree in 1801. 
During the intervals of study he taught aschool. After leaving 
college. he took charge of an academy at Fryeburg. iv Maine. 
He then applied himself to the study of the law, first with Mr. 
Thompson, a lawyer of Salisbury, and uext with Christopher 
Gore, of Boston, who afterward became Governor of Massa- 
chusetts. He came to Boston in 1504, and was admitted to the 
bar in the following year. 

«Mr. Webster’s father at this time strongly urged him to take 
the office of Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas in New 
Hampshire. which was tendered for his acceptance; but the 
son fortunately resisted the temptation—for such it then ap- 
peared in the eyes of every body. He remained at Boscawen 
till his father’s death, in 1807. He then removed to Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, where he formed an acquaintance with Dex- 
ter, Story, Mason, and other men, who became eminent at the 
bar and in public life. Mr. Webster was chosen Kepresenta- 
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tive to Congress in November, 1812, and took his first seat in 
Congress at the extra Session in May, 1813. On the 10th of 
Juue, in that year, he delivered bis first speech in that body, on 
the subject of the Orders in Council, and there be gave clear 
manifestations of those extraordinary powers of mind which his 
subsequent career brought out into so full a development. 

“tle was re-elected to Congress in 1814, and in December, 
1815, removed to Boston, where he devoted himself to legal 
practice. His reputation as a lawyer had now risen high, and 
for five or six years he had little to do with polities. iu 1820 
he served as an Elector of President, and in 1821 as a member 
of the State Couvention, which revised the Constitution of Mas- 
sachusetts. In 1822 he was elected to Congress from the Bos- 
ton district, and immediately became a leading member of that 
a His speech on Greek Independence was delivered in 
1823. 

“Mr. Webster was re-elected to Congress from Boston in 
1824. He delivered the address on laying the corner stone of 
the Bunker Hi:] Monument in 1825. He was again chosen to 
Congress in 1826, and in the following year he was elected a 
Senator of the United States by the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts. In the same year he delivered his Eulogy on Adams and 
Jefferson. 

“Mr. Webster’s ‘ Great Speech,’ as it is deservedly called— 
great, both for its intrinsie qualities and for its effects upon the 
public mind—was delivered in the Senate on the 26th of Janu- 
ary, 18 .0, in the debate on what are called * Foot’s Resolutions.’ 
Next to the Constitution itself, this speech is esteemed to be the 
most correct and ample definition of the true powers and func- 
tions of the Federal government. 

“Mr. Webster continued in the Senate of the United States 
till 1840. When Mr. Van Buren was elected President in 1836, 
Mr Webster received the electoral vote of Massachusetts. On 
the election of General Harrison in 1840, Mr. Webster was ap- 
pointed Secretary of State. The sudden death of the President 
and the accession of Mr. Tyler, caused a breaking up of the cab- 
inet, all the members of which, except Mr. Webster. resigned 
their places. The result of bis remainivg in office was the Ash- 
burton treaty—negotiated by Mr. Webster in 1842, which settled 
the question of the northeastern boundary, and at once put au end 
to a long protracted and threatening dispute with Great Britain. 

* Shortly after this, Mr. Webster resigned the office of Secre- 
tary of State, and was again chosen Senator from Massachusetts 
in Mareh, 1845. On the death of General Taylor, in July, 1850, 
aud the accession of Mr. Fillmore tothe Presidency, he was again 
appointed Secretary of State, and in this office, he died at Marsh- 
field, ou the morning of the 24th of October, 1852.” 
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For his character, Mr. W. had many traits that we may highly 
admire, and as many perhaps that we may cordially approve. 
As a lawyer, he was distinguished for a soundness and solidity of 
good sense, which acting always on competent learning, and en- 
forced by a grave and weighty style of argument, raised him by 
popular acclamation above all his peers, and placed him without 
hesitation at their head. Asa statesman, he was famous for his 
clear, comprehensive and consistent views of all the great ques- 
tions of national and constitutional law which came before him, 
and which he seemed to have been specially ordained and quali- 
fied tu discuss and decide. Atthesame time, if not a great orator, 
he was at least a skilful and polished rhetorician, who knew how 
to embellish reason by a style which was always pure, chaste and 
becoming, aud by a delivery which, wn great occasions, and when 
he was thoroughly roused, became earvest, solemn, and effective 
in almost the highest degree. 

With these strong claims to public honor, it is gratifying to 
learu from the numerous testimonies that have appeared, that he 
had also a large share of those gentler virtues which compose the 
charm of private life, and that must now endear his memory to 
many hearts. 

For the rest, we are particularly pleased to learn that he was 
enabled to bear a dying testimony to the truth and power of 
our Christian faith, in its most essential doctrine, which, asso- 
ciated with his name and authority, must be of great value to 
many persons, and highly interesting indeed to all who know 
how to appreciate the worth, and enjoy the fame of such a 
man. 


A SINGULAR RELIC. 
In the Weekly Dispatch of November 26, we read as fol- 


lows: 

«The Wheeling Intelligencer speaks of an extraordinary relic 
recently found in Wetzel county, Virginia. It is nothing less 
than a erueifix from an Indian mound. The material of this 
most interesting object of antiquity is brass, or some substance 
resembling it, and iron. The eross is of this Jatter material, but 
tie image of the Saviour, (a most beautiful piece of workman- 
ship.) is of brass, or as some suppose, of gold intermixed with 
silver. ‘The cross is greatly corroded, and everything indicates 
thit it must have been there for hundreds, perhaps thousands of 
vears. Whatestrange and curious history is wrapped up in this 
little emblem of a Christian’s hope! Whence eame it? To 
whom did it belong? How got it there? are questions whick 
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will trouble the antiquary in any part of the world. With it 
was found the remains of a human skeleton, and some minor 
relies of Indian Art.” 

There is no mystery in this relic. Itis, no doubt, simply 
one of the many similar crucifixes which the French Roman 
Catholic missionaries, who, in the last century, hovered about 
their countrymen in their military movements, on our fron icrs, 
from Canada to New Orleans, seattered freely amoung the In- 
diansto draw them over te their faith. 


THE AIR-SHIP. 


It seems that we-are on the verge of a new invention that 
bids fair to increase the comfort and pleasure of locomotion by 
water, in a very considerable degree. We allude of course to 
the New Air-Ship of Capt. Eriesson which is said to be a cer- 
tainty and no mistake. We read at least that ‘the trial-trip 
of the Calorie Ship Ericsson, took place in the harbour of New 
York, on Tuesday, the 11th inst.,in presence of a numerous 
deputation from the Press of the city, and scientific gentlemen 
invited to attend it; and that the success of the trip established’ 
the principle of the new motive power to the entire satisfac- 
tion of all whe were priviledged to witness the experiment. 
The ship left her moerings off the Battery at an early hour ir 
the morning, proceeded down the Bay to a distance of nine 
and a half miles, and retnrned to her anchorage at noon, hav- 
ing accomplished the trip of nearly twenty miles, in about two 
hours and ahalf. The average rate of speed was ten knots 
per hour, against wind and tide; a faet which speaks loudly in 
favor of the new principle, and the advantage of its applica- 
tion to sea-going vessels. ‘Fhe augmentation of power, wher 
necessary, is to be obtained by inereasing the diameter of the 
eylinders. It is sufficient to add, that the performance of the 
vessel on this occasion exceeded the most ardent expectations 
of the gentlemen who have been concerned in her construction, 
and that the happy commencement of the new enterprise in- 
spires reasonable anticipations of the ultimate triumph of Cal- 
oric over Steam. as a motive-power.” We shall hear, nodoubt, 
much more of this great inveu.ion before long. 


GALT’S PSYCHE AGAIN. 


To our last July number. we mentioned the pleasure we had’ 
had in transiently seeing, in Norfolk, this beautiful specimen of 
sculpture from the chisel of a young native artist, Mr. Alexan- 
der Galt, of that city; and we have now the satisfaction to add 
that it bas since been brough? to our metrapolis, and eushrined 





58 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


for some time at least, (and we hope a very long one,) in the 
hall of our Virginia Historical Society, where it seems, very 
naturally, to be quite at home. It has attracted, of course, a 
great many visiters, members of the General Assembly, ladies 
and gentlemen of the city, and others, who have all united in 
warm and lavish commendation of its charms. And no won- 
der, for it is indeed * beautiful exceedingly,” and it is altogether 
impossible, we conceive, to look upon it without the purest and 
sweetest emotions of admiration and delight. After all, howev- 
er, we do not regard it as great work of art, butonly as a very plea- 
ing and promising specimen of skill in a young artist who will 
do far better things hereafter. Indeed we can hardly look upon 
it as a work of art at all, for its great merit seems to be its na- 
ture, its perfect simplicity, its almost voluntary and conscious 
innocence of all pretension, (ars est celare artem,) its complaisant 
contentment to be just what it is—a pure embodiment of the 
immortal spirit which we call the Sou!—the veritable Psyche 
herself alone. At the same time, we confess we regard it with 
still more satisfaction as being the first thing of the kind, the 
very first piece of sculpture, we believe, ever wrought by a 
Virginian hand, and brought home within our bounds. As such 
we consider it as marking a new era in the history of the fine 
arts in our State; and in this point of view more particularly, 
we think it is manifestly in its proper place in our historic hall, 

We must add a word or two concerning the young artist him- 
self, whom our readers may wish to know something more 
about. We do not know him personally, but we understand 
from the best authority that he was born and bred in Norfolk, 
and is the son of a worthy gentleman, Dr. Alexander Galt, of 
that city. ‘From his earliest boyhood,” says one who knows 
him well, “*he exhibited a remarkable talent for sculpture. 
Amongst the miscellaneous collection usually found in a school- 
boy's pocket, is a piece of chalk for chalking his taw—this was 
the capital stock on which young Galt commenced business; 
his penknife was his graver, and many a pretty little figure did 
he rough-hew out of this coarse material. His next effort was 
in alabaster. Here his genius began to develop itself, till final- 
ly he aspired to the more elevated art of cutting cameos from 
the conch shell; and many a fair bosom is at this time decked 
with the products of his youthful skill. Four years ago he went 
to Italy, where he is now enthusiastically pursuing his profes- 
sion,” (uot under Mr. Powers, as we erroneously stated in our 
former notice, nor under any one, but following the guidance 
of his own genius, and the lights of the land.) * His first effort 
in marble was a bust of Virginia which was purchased by the 
Arts Union of New York, and is now on exhibition there, and 
greatly admired. Psyche is the second piece, and belongs to @ 
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company of Gentlemen in Norfolk. He is now engaged on a 
Bacchante and a Columbus, for gentlemen of Philadelphia and 
Virginia. His Bacchante was exhibited at the Jate annual meet- 
ing of the Society of Arts in Florence, and Hart and others 
proclaimed it the best piece at the exhibition.” (Whig, Dee’r 
ard, 52.) We shall, no doubt, hear of him again, and much 
more, hereafter. 


Miscellany. 


LINES ON GALT’S PSYCHE, 


In the Hall of the Virginia Historical Society. 


Yes! ’tis Psyche that I see! 
Charming as she ought to be! 
Wrought of marble white and warm, 
In a lovely maiden’s form ; 

For what other could impart 
Such emotions to the heart? 
*Tis a Symbol of the Soul, 
Under Reason’s mild control, 
When the Passions all are still, 
Governed by a loyal Will, 

Loya! to her Lord above, 
Whose sweet (aw is only love. 
See! how innocent and calm! 
Beaming beauty, breatbing balm, 
While her aspect. soft and true, 
Falls upon our hearts like dew, 
Melting them into the tone 

Of a spirit like her own! 

Oh! what gentleness and grace 
Shine upon us from that face! 
Never sure hath sculptor wrought 
An embodiment of Thought, 

Of Emotion, Wit, and Will;— 
Such a specimen of skill, 

So delightful—so divine— 

Galt, as this fair maid of thine. 
Go on, gentle, generous youth, 
Wooing Nature, Beauty, Truth; 
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Finding all in one combined, 
In the visions of thy mind ; 
Working freely day by day, 
Making toil itself a play; 
Always striving to excel 
Others, and thyself as well; 
Till the marble shall express 
All the soul of loveliness. 

So shall Art inseribe thy name 
On the starry arch of Fame, 
And Virginia crown her son 
With the wreath that he has won. 


Richmond, Jan. 10, 1853. — EUPHAINOR. 


THE STUDY OF NATURE. 


The wisdom of God receives small honor from those vulgar 
heads that rudely stare about, and with a gross rusticity admire 
his works. Those only magnify him, whose judicious inquiry 
into his acts and deliberate research into his creatures, return 
the duty of a devout and learned admiration. Every essence, 
created or uncreated, hath its final cause, and some positive 


end both of essence and operation. This is the cause I grope 


after in the works of nature; on this hangs the providence of 
God. To raise so beauteous a structure as the world and the 
creatures thereof was but his art; but their sundry and divided 
operations, with their predestinated ends, are from the treasury 
of his wisdom.—Sir Thomas Browne. 


An Old Repartee Done into Rhyme: 


The belle had been shewing her musical skill, 

And the song and the strings for a moment were still ; 
When “I wish said a /awyer to sprightly Miss Sharpe, 
“I wish, my dear lady, that I were a harp /” 

‘“‘ Indeed,” replied she, ‘that you need not desire ; 

For you're much the same thing—you’re an elegant liar.” 


Q. 





